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EDITORIAL

Hello once again. My name is Allan Whitaker and the last time I had the pleasure

of editing the I.O.U. was issue 15. Let me start off by thanking all the members
expressing their desire to see the newsletter continue, offering to compile future
issues and sending the many contributions to this issue. As a result of the number
of contributions received and a special rate from Gary's photocopiers, this issue
has been extended to 6 pages. Also, judging by the number of queries and contacts I
have received over the last few months, there are still active ORIC users about with
queries, problems or ideas for programs which require persuing. Also, the response
to Gary's editorial in issue 19 has been very encouraging and helped make my job so
enjoyable. I am sure that you will find the contributions very interesting. To
encourage member participation I have I initiated a new section for the newsletter
to deal with these requests or projects, entitled PROJECTS (logically enough) which
I am prepared to administer for Gary.

My own recent little project has been to add a second drive to my ATMOS. I
purchased this drive from MATMOS Ltd. (see issue 11) and for £32.14 (v.a.t. & pip
inclusive) received an uncased Hitachi 40 track drive, 34-way drive data connector,
drive power supply connector and instructions. I obtained the relevant 34-way
connector and ribbon cable required to complete the connection to the master drive.
Also, using scrap metal sheets I ..ftUf.et8[~ 8 battered but functional case to
house it in. The instructions provided with the drive are basically intended for the
Amstrad 6128 but proved to be adequate apart from the reference to connecting pin 1

of the Amstrad connector to pin 34 of the drive and vice versa. I ignored this
instruction and connected the two ribbon cable connectors pin to pin. After

soldering the power plug pins to the Microdisc power supply connector (first

removing the DIN connector) I nervously connected up and switched on. Amazingly
enough there was no smoke and I soon was marvelling at how backing up a disc using
two drives makes life easy for the programmer.

If you are considering purchasing a second drive and are prepared to do it

yourself then contact MATMOS soon for they told me that their stocks are dwindling

and have less than 100 3" drives left, although they are now marketing a 3.5" drive
for £65. The company's address and telephone number is MATMOS Ltd., 1 Church street,

Cuckfield, West Sussex, RH17 5JZ. -- 0444 414484/454377 or try its sister company
Computer Appreciation, 111 Northgate, Canterbury, Kent, CTl IBH -- 0227 470512.

A significant proportion of my recent correspondence has concerned the various

ORIC disc systems, therefore, I have included a larger section on DISC MATTERS in

this issue.

To complete this editorial let me wish you all the best with your ORIC computing.

Allan Whi taker

It has been confirmed that Eureka Informatique/ORIC International, in France, has
had to call in the receivers. The company has been squeezed out of the French micro
market by Amstrad. Also, in this country, O.J. Software and Phildata have withdrawn

from the ORIC market.
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I have bought F,G.C.'s remaining stock of tapes and copies of the ORICAdvanced
User Guide from Ken Smalldon with the intention of providing a continued service of
ORIC software at greatly reduced prices, I hope I will be able maintain support for
the ORIC for some time yet. If you wish to receive my mail shot write to me at 8
Staley Hall Road, Stalybridge, Cheshire SKIS 3DT.

As well as back issues @ SOp each, plus postage in stamps, Matthew Shakeshaft
will supply the program supplement for £1 plus postage. He will also supply 25 AS
envelopes for £1.50 incl. p/p. The address is 47 Newton Road, Ashton, Preston,
Lancs., PR2 lDY.

Further to Dave Edwards report in issue 17 on printer ribbons, HSV Computer
Services Ltd. also sell ribbons for the panasonic KX-Pl080/l/2 printers @ £3.95 for
black and £4.95 for coloured ribbons (v.a.t. and p/p inclusive). This represents
value for money but the ribbon cassettes supplied do not have the reserve reservoir
like the panasonic version. If they last as long remains to be seen. The company's
address and telephone number is 23 Hampstead House, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG2l lLG.
-- 0256 841018

3" discs, in packs of 10, are available from COMPUMART at a cost of £22.99
(v.a.t. & p/p inclusive). The address and telephone number is COMPUMART, Jubilee
Drive, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LEll OXS. -- 0509 610444.

RESPONSE

Steve Thornley would, like to know if anyone has, a disc copy ofORI,c; FtmuIc
.

e.:;...~, ~'
converted for the ATtf(»:'aMif anyolle'1rt.41i11't1O\' W' w..~tt'~pr04Jh'Ms fro~ ' 1!,"
the Byte Drive 500 (see Disc Matters). His address is 3 Delaney Drive, Freckleton,
near Preston, Lancs., PR4 lSJ.

'
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Derek Gomer would like to purchase an ORIC DOSmanual. Contact hi. at 42 Graig
Street, Graig, Pontypridd, Mid-Glamorgan, CF37 lNF.

With regard to the section, in issue 18, on the printer interface. Owe Fr~llon
has written to say, and I have experienced this, that certain printers (oneln
particular is the Canon PWl080A), when unpowered, load the computer's printer port
and because this is connected to the same bus that interfaces with the keyboard it
can lock it up. So the solution, if you have this problem, is to switch the printer
on or disconnect it from the ORIC. Disc users having problems with ORrC DOSwill be
pleased to know that Owehas updated ORICDOSto Vl.13 which corrects the known
faults (printer bug, BACKUP etc.) and details should be available in the next issue.

Wanted, disc drive for the ATMOS/ORIC-l. Can collect within a 30 mile radius of
Liverpool. Contact Mr C P Rolls, 4 Preston Way, Crosby, Liverpool, L23 9SU. '

Wanted, ATKOSdisc drive and manual. Contact Richard King at 14 Wellesley Court,
Kaida Vale, London W9 lRG -- Tel: 01-298-4458.

Wanted, programmable joystick interface. Will pay around £10. Is it possible to
use a mouse or tracker ball with the ORIC via a joystick interface? Has anyone
converted DELTA4by Nectarine to disc so that it does not crash after 'entering the
hall of fame for the 2nd time? Replies to Rob Plant, 296 Undercliffe Street,
Bradford 3, West Yorks., BD3 OPH.

SHAREWARE

Dave Cheeseman has moved onto an Amstrad PC, selling his ATKOSand Kicrodisc, but
he has sent his best wishes to the group and has donated his Disc Sector Editor
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