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BOB GREEN REPORTS
ORIC PRESS RELEASE -27th September 1983

NEW FACES AT ORIC

As a new.ly formed Users Group, following a very Or~c Pro~ucts International, manufacturers of the
popular micro and lauching a new magazine in support, Onc 1 mlcro~omputer, has further strengthened its
we are pleased to announce, at this early stage, that our I

sales: marketing and technical teams with four recent
Group has received official approval from Oric Products appomtments.
International. Whilst we remain an independent Users . .
Group this situation works well for us by increasing our PhIllp Denyer, previously Lasky's Micro Computer
User base potential throughout the world. It is this con- Manager, has joined as Sales Controller, responsible

structive attitude that will give our Group members the for instituting and controlling sales systems and the
maximum benefit of being an Oric owner and a member training, motivation and organisation of the sales force.

of Oric Owners Users Group. With that, and the launch At. Laskys he was responsible for building-up Lasky's
of the inaugural issue of ' Oric Computing', we set !"fICro Depar.tment, which now accounts for a signif-
about a task to surpass all others in our field. The objec- lcant proportion of the company's activities.
tive being to bring you one of the most advanced and
active Users Groups in modern micro technology. We Manufacturing Mana~er, Mike Prymaka co-ordinates
are a new breed - Never has any other Britisy industry all aspects of I?rodu~tlOn from purchasing and quality

ever spawned the likes of us - The Users! control to dealmg with overseas suppliers and manu-
facturers. He holds a fellowship in Manufacturing

For the last few months we have been operating a Manag~ment and. immedia~ely prior to joining Oric
Users Group for the Oric-1 under a different flag of spent 1 (2 ¥ears With L~B BlOchrom, manufacturers of
support. Whilst this has aided the new Oric Owner with electromc mstrumentatlOn.
information, the size and scope of the operation has. .
caused us to expand still further. From Monday, Rosalmd Zawadska, prevI.ously Oric's Training Man-

7th November, 1983, the Group's Head Quarters will be ager h~s. .now b~en appomted Dealer Manager with
operated from a new address especially acquired for rep°!1slbllIty.for mdependent dealers and Greg Wood,

this purpose. previously with Tandata Marketing becomes the com-
pany's acting Export Manager. He will assume the title

Unit 14, of V~ewdata Manager together with responsibility for

Worle Industrial Centre all vlewdata related matters as and when Oric become

Queens Way,' active in this field.

Worle,
.Avon.
BS220BX ORIC PRESS RELEASE -19th October 1983

Tel:- (0934) 516681 Ansafone after 17.30 hrs.
MORE OUTLETS FOR ORIC

Our attention at this time must be centered around our The Oric 1 Micro is to be sold in all branches of the

monthly magazine because of its importance as a com- Comet and Rumbelow chains. 10,000 Oric l's (48k)

munications media for its readership. In the first ins- have been ordered by Rum.belows while Comet has

tance our magazine is generated solely by contributions placed an ord.er for 5,000 Oncs and 1,500 of its newly

from its members, as a result, we would like to ask that mtroduced pnnter, all for October delivery.

our members be industrious in their support .of their .. , .
magazine. With this situation working for us, we shall October p~omlses ~obe Onc ~ best production ~onth to

be a?le to bring you a well balanced magazine covering date despite the disastrous fire which wr~ck.ed ItS main

a wide range of interests. Acting as it does as a assemb~y plan~ at Feltham last week. Wlthm 24 hours

working tool, our' Oric Computing' can bene'fit the of the fire, Onc were already back in prod~cti~m in. a

Users requirements for an expansion of knowledge on
new factory and all scheduled October delIvenes will

his chosen interests. We ask you therefore to send us
be completed by the end of the month.

articles of all descriptions including software, hardware
and general articles covering the wide aspects of com- l 1 nputing with the Oric. Your views and opinions are most El e eWI:!
welcomed also, for-without these we may well become

&;;I

lost in this world of computers and stray from our path.
Whethe~ y~u are a novice or an experienced User, we NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER
would stilI like to hear from you as this will enable us to

.

cater for those topics and interests that we hope to 0934 -516681
develop through these pages.

Ansafone after 17.30



TAPE
VERIFY
by
C. P. Nowell

One of the most important features
missing from the Oric's Operating
System must be that of a Cassette
Tape Verify routine. A routine
such as this should be an integral
part of the machine as a working
tool. The Oric has a fairly reliable
Load and Save system, however the
question still hangs over the
integrity of the data that once having
left the cassette port is passed to
other mechanical devices which
themselves may be suspect for data
recording, a badly worn tape head
or a tape dropout may reduce a
valid output from the Oric to a
useless mess on the tape. Unfor-
tunately the Oric lacks any facility to
replay the newly recorded tape
against that original still in the
machine, after all, it would be a pity
to power down the machine and then
later only to find that the program
that you worked so hard for simply
will not reload correctly. The only
real answer to this is to use a Verify
routine which allows to compare the
tape of data to that of the original.

This program resides between
119700 -it97FF which equals about
255 bytes. Enter this program and
save it to tape with the filename
'VERIFY' at SLOW speed. At this
point you can in fact use the original
still in the machine to VERI FY your
taped copy. If successful, dump off a
fast normal working copy and store
the slow master in your program
library for safe keeping.
When loaded type NEW to adjust the
pointers back to normal. Now type
DOKEt,/2F5,#9700 The pointers are
now set and the program is pro-
tected. It may be prudent to load this
program before any lengthy pro-
gramming sessions!

The Syntax is as follows:-

!"xxx" OR "xxx",S (Whichever)
(Where "xxx" is the program
filename)

The routine will Verify either Basic
or Machine Code programs in fast or
slow mode and will return a 'Shoot'
sound if an error causes an abort or a,

Ping' if verified correctly. These
sounds were included to provide an
audible warning if you're not in the
vicinity, as you may know what it
feels like to load a long program
from tape!

TAPE VERIFY
ROUTINE

9700 A59C LDA $9C
9702 A49D LOY S90
9704 8500 STA $00
9706 8401 STY $01
9708 08 PHP
9709 2025E7 JSR $E725
noc 20CAE6 JSR $E6CA
970F 202397 JSR $9723
9712 2004E8 JSR IE804
9715 28 PLP
9716 A600 LOX $00
9718 A501 LOA $01
971A 8590 STA 190
971C 869C STX $9C
971E 68 PLA
971F 68 PLA
9720 4CCB97 JMP 197CB
9723 2063E5 JSR $E563
9726 A903 LDA #$03
9728 AOE5 LDY #$E5
972A 2076E5 JSR $E576
972D 2096E6 JSR $E696
9730 2030E6 JSR $E630
9733 C924 CMP #$24
9735 OOF9 BNE $9730

9737 A209 LOX #$09
9739 2030E6 JSR $E630
973C 955D STA $5D,X
973E CA DEX
973F OOF8 BNE $9739
9741 2030E6 JSR IE630
9744 F005 BEQ $974B
9746 9549 STA $49,X
9748 E8 INX
9749 DOF6 BNE S9741
974B 9549 STA $49,X
974D 20F0E6 JSR $E6FO
9750 8A TXA
9751 DODO BNE $9723
9753 2063E5 JSR $E563
9756 A992 LDA #$92
9758 A097 LOY #$97
975A 2076E5 JSR $E576
975D 206EE5 JSR $E56E
9760 A55F LOA $5F
9762 A460 LOY $60
9764 8533 STA $33
9766 8434 STY $34
9768 AOOO LDY #$00
976A 2030E6 JSR $E630

9760 BOOA BCS $9779
976F D133 CMP ($33),Y
9771 0006 BNE $9779
9773 2054E5 JSR $E554
9776 90F2 BCC $976A
9778 60 RTS
9779 2063E5 JSR $E563
977C 2019C7 JSR $C719
977F 2004E8 JSR $E804

9782 209FCB JSR $CB9F
9785 A9AI LDA #$AI
9787 A097 LDY 1$97
9789 20EDCB J SR $CBED
978C 209BFA JSR $FA9B
978F 4CB5C4 JMP $C4B5
9792 1007 BPL $979B
9794 5665 LSR $65,X
9796 72 ???
9797'6966 ADC #$66
9799 79696E ADC $6E69,Y
979C 67 ???
9790 202E2E JSR 52E2E
97AO 00 BRK
97Al ODOA54 ORA 5540A
97A4 4150 EOR (550,X)

97A6 4520 EOR $20
97A8 4552 EOR $52
97AA 52 ???
97AB 4F ???
97AC 52 ???
97AD 202E2E JSR 52E2E
97BO 2EODOA ROL $OAOD
97B3 5665 LSR $65,X
97B5 72 ???
97B6 6966 ADC #$66
9788 6963 ADC #$63
97BA 6174 ADC ($74,X)
97BC 696F ADC #$6F
97BE 6E2061 ROR $6120
97Cl 62 ???
97C2 6F ???
97C3 72 ???
97C4 74 ???
97C5 6564 ADC $64
97C7 2EODOA ROL $OAOO
97CA 00 BRK
97CB A9D8 LDA #$D8
97CD A097 LDY #$97
97CF 20EDCB JSR $CBED
97D2 2085FA JSR $FA85

97D5 4C6BC9 JMP 5C96B
97D8 ODOA54 ORA $540A
970B 4150 EOR ($50,X)
97DO 4520 EOR $20
970F 2620 ROL $20
97El 404540 EOR 54045

97E4 4F ???
97E5 52 ???
97E659204D EOR $4020,Y
97E9 4154 EOR ($54,X)
97EB 43 ???
97EC 48 PHA
97ED 2EOOOA ROL $OAOD

97FO 5665 LSR $65,X
97F2 72 "??
97F3 6966 ADC #$66
97F5 6965 ADC #$65
97F7 64 ???
97F8 204F4B JSR $4B4F
97FB 2EODOA ROL $OAOD
97FE 00 BRK
97FF FF ???



BARBICAN BARBARIANS

A PERSONAL VIEW OF "THE PERSONAL COMPUTER WORLD SHOW" - BARBICAN 1983
OR DO I REALLY LOOK LIKE A TICKET TOUT??

Our Show Reporter - R. KIMBERL Y

The Prologue:-

Dateline: Sunday 2nd October, 1983.
Time : 9.00 a.m.
The Place: Rugby Station - yes I know I said the Barbican,

but we have' nt got to that bit yet!

It had started well, Sunday that is, Josh my companion for the
day was even out of bed when I called. So here we were standing
at the Station waiting for the Choo-choo (not quite the same
these Electric things), me with a couple of spare Barbican
tickets in my pocket - its always the same, if you try to organise a
trip anywhere, there is always someone who backs out at the
last minute! So being the nice kind, honest person I am, I
thought I'd better try to sell them at the price I paid (£2.00). I
also had a voucher for £1.00 through the post.

I espied a neat family unit sitting waiting for the train - Mum,
Dad and two younlJ lads both browsing throu~h something
looking like the "Dally Arcade" or "Weekly Zap. Ahah! Cus-
tomers I thought - WRONG I

"Er No thank you, er I think we'd better pay at the door"

So I wandered off, wondering if maybe I'd chosen the wrong
deodorant this morning or if I had two heads I !

Another family unit came into view. Trying a slightly different
tack:

"Hello, would you like a free £1.00 voucher for the Computer
Show at the Barbican?".

Accepted with thanks!

Next Stage:

"Oh by the way, I have two £2.00 tickets here, would you be
interested? "
Well he was, and was just about to part with his money when
along comes a delegate from the first party:

"/ wouldn't buy those if I were you, its FREE today I!".

"°?t" I thought
"No its not" I said.

But the seeds of doubt had been sown, and so your intrepid
reporter plus Josh (who unfortunately suffers badly from
Spectrumitusl) board the train still clutching the tickets.

Happily on arrival at the Barbican we managed to dispose of the
spare tickets to the first couple we asked. My faith in human
nature had been at last restored.

The Show:-

For those who have never been, and for me a first timer, all I can
say is that the initial reaction to the show was that it resembled A
cross between a Wembley Cup Final and a Sauna! (Crowded,
noisy and very hot! !)

There were two halls B and A, Business and Pleasure (oops
sorry, personal) respectively and each hall with two floors.

Starting as it happened with hall B, as I'd been asked by the Boss
to try to find an IEEE-488 Bus computible micro for use at work,
we set off.

(Now you might have thought that this was easy - but past
evaluations have made some outstanding discoveries):-

God-like Commodore does a Commodore-488 bus (note the
standard connector!!) and doesn't follow the IEEE rules - watch
the REN line during handshaking to see what I mean.

A certain large company beginning with 'A' and no it doesn't sell
fruit couldn't even get theirs to work!

So wandering along to Stand 404 I thought I would get in on the
ACT to see if they had a Sirius contender for me (sorry about
all this but it is supposed to be a light-hearted review).

"Excuse me, does this machine have an IEEE-488 interface?"

"Just a moment Sir, I'll go and check for you".

In the meantime I had a quick look to see what was on the back
panel - nothing that resembled a 24-way IEEE-488 connector.

"Yes it does Sir"

"Oh no Sir it comes as standard on the Centronics connector".

"Thank-you" and quickly exiting mumbling to myself that IEEE
shouldn't have bothered trying because no bO!! tr seems to have
taken any notice of their standard 488, I toddled off for a browse
around the other stands.

Now, remember I said the two halls B and A, were Business and
Personal, well this wasn't quite true, as our good friends Acorn
had a large chunk of the venue in hall B. I say friends in the
honest belief that any manufacturer using the 6502 is O.K.
by me.

My reaction to their stand - very impressive - dominated by a
huge Kenneth Kendall picture and associated, Voice Synthesizer
plus several 'Beebs' and Monitors linked together providing a
multi horizontally scrolled display (how did they do that?).

The reason I wanted to take a look at Acorn was to see their new
baby - the Electron, and here's my verdict:

Looks good, feels good, but a pity its so much slower than the
'Beeb', and what ever happened to the Printer Port? Still why
should I worry, its still going to sell in its tens of thousands!

Anyway enough of hallB, up the escalator and down the stairs we
found ourselves in hall A (noisier, hotter and far more crowded).
First port of call - Tansoft

Well, what can one say about this outfit - nice selection of new
games and happily on this day in question everythin\i1 was at
half price! - which brought it down to the same sort of price other
Software Companies normally sell at (a lesson to be learnt I
feell).

Onwards ever onwards we fought through the seething crowds
up to good 01' ORIC'S Stand on 202.

A bit of a disappointment really, as I half expected to see their
new disc drives on show - oh well I suppose I can wait another
intended 6 months. No information available on a Version 2.0
operating system, but mind you it was a bit pointless asking,
because most ORIC Sales staff don't seem to know the difference
between a ROM and a hole in the head!

There were, however, some good points about the Stand, and
these came in the form of three leggy young ladies in Majorette
gear!! (that blonde-one oh boy, the stuff that dreams are made
of!!! ).

A point I will raise is that both ORIC and Tansoft used monitors
rather than T.V.s on their Stands - now if they are that worried
about the modular stability on the ORIC-1 then how about
improving it? 77 Don't they realise that 99.9% of Joe Public who
buy ORICS can't afford monitors and have to rely on the good 01'
telly?

Enough of my bitching and along to some people who really
know what they're doing.

Kenema: The highlight of my show. Nice to see you again Bob,
Hi Vee, hope the arm's on the mend now.
The new Voice Synthesizer module was very impressive - and
and just plugs into good old ORICS printer port (or any Cent-
ronics Computible Computer!) Using LPRINT you can generate
infinite speech using the allophone system (better not get the
Mother in Law one of these).

Hell's Temple was on show, and was so impressive I even dipped
into my pocket and bought a copy.

After departing Kenema we wandered round, but most of the
, rest appeared to br Spectrum Software (games) which did keep
Josh amused.

There were one or two new computers but nothing I really
fancied, or could afford.

Anyway I think I'll stick with my ORIC in the sure fine knowledge
that good old Bob and Co are going to keep me happy with all the
Software and Hardware add-ons I'm ever likely to need.

A nice day out, but honestly Bob do I really look like a Ticket
Tout?

On getting home I immediately loaded in Hell's Temple - really
great. It's pretty nasty though especially when you happen to
enter an empty room only, to find yourself disappearing down a
90' shaft to level 14 only to be attacked by one of the nasty
monsters lurking down there! - I don't know about parental
guidance being needed - it frightened me and I'm a parent!

Congratulations on an entertaining piece of Software.

Verdict:- A good show - more please.



ORIC ATTRIBUTES IN ACTION by R. Massey

Good demonstration programs showing the facilities of the Oric-1 are hard to find
and those which are available are somewhat pathetic in their attempt to display the
working ability of the machine. Space Invasion types of demo's are out of the
question if the potential User is to gain some insight into the full capabilities of his
Oric, and for that reason we insist on starting from scratch and running through
most of the capabilities of the machine. Using this method also helps the User to
decipher parts of the program which interests him most. This Oric-1 demo comes in
several parts, due to the lengths of the programs, so we'll be running them a
portion at a time over the next couple of months. If the thought of inputting a
program of this size is a little daunting to some, we shall be making a tape copy
available, see Oric Software Station for details.

1 PRI NTCHR$(17)
2 CLS:PAPER4:INK7
3 FORX=48000T048039:POKEX,32:NEXT
4 POKE48000,22:POKE48001,4
5 FORX=48011T048027:READA
6 POKEX,A:NEXT
7 DATA79,82~73,67,45,83,67,82,69,69,78
8 DATA32,68,69,77,79,46,32,80,65,82,84,32,49
9 FORX=IT06:PRINTCHR$(10):NEXT
10 PRINT" THIS DEMONSTRATION EXPLORES SOME OF"
11 PRINT" THE CAPABILITIES OF THE ORIC-l"
12 PLOTO, 12, 17:PLOT3, 13, 17:PLOT35, 13,20
13 GOSUB9000:CLS
14 PRINT: PRINTSPC (11) "SCREEN MODES"
15 PRINTSPC(II) " "
16 PRINT:PR~NT"Oric has three low resolution and one high resolution screen."
17 PRINT"For now we will deal with the three low resolution modes."
18 PRINT:PRINT"The three modes are:-"
19 PRINT:PRINTSPC(11) "I. TEXT"
20 PRINT:'PRINTSPC (11) "2. LORESO"
21 PRINT:PRINTSPC(l1) "3. LORESl "
22 PRINT:PRINT"All of the~commands that follow can beused with all three modes"
23 PRINT"When Oric is switched on it selects the TEXT mode automatically"
24 PRINT"To access the other modes we simply type LORESO or LORES I"
25 PRINT"The screen type can be changed from within a program if we desire"
26 GDSUB9000:CLS
27 PRINT:PRINTSPC(7) "SCREEN MODES cont'd"
28 PRINTSPC(7)" "
29 PRINT:PRINT"So what's the difference ?"
30 PRINT:PRINT"I.Text mode is white background, black foreground."
31 PRINT"Both LoresO and Loresl are the other way around ie white on black"
32 PRINT:PRINT"2. If the Text screen scrolls the new portion is still a Text screen"
33 PRINT"In either Lores mode,as the screen is allowed to scroll so, it will ";
34 PRINT"graduallybecome a Text screen"
35 PRINT:PRINT"3.Both LoresO and Text select normal ASCII characters (standard";
36 PRINT" character set)"
37 PRINT"Loresl selects graphics blocks or the ALTERNATE character set"
38 GOSUB9000:CLS
39 PRINT: PRINTSPC (10) "CHARACTER SETS"
40 PRINTSPC(10) " "
41 PRINT:PRINT"Both sets of characters that Oric uses are identified ";
42 PRINT"by a number"
43 PRINT:PRINT"This is known as the CHARACTER STRING or CHR$ number"
44 PRINT"Both the character sets use the same character string numbers which"';
45 PRINT" range from 32 to 128 and 160 to 255"


