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Together the ORIC-1 Micro and
IJK Software bring you the dawning
of anewera...

Fiest Commander in tlu

! éanciy 1

@

Two top educational games
proven as best seliers on the
BBC Micro put together
here on one cassetie for
twice the fun on the ORIC-1

Two classic games repro
duced here for your ORIC-1
Micre to test your mental
agitity and reflexes to the
fuil,

For the 48K ORIC-1 DNLY
Only £7.50 inc.

Micro for the 48K ORIC-1.
Only £7.50 inc.

NO MORETO PAY

All advertised software is in stock NOW and will be
. despatched within 48 hours of receipt of order.

g'{f ﬁare @ 24 HOUR ANSAFONE

l J H > e g King Street, Blackpool, Lancs.
lelted Telephone (0253) 21558
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And Forthly

| Make your Oric sing with all
| three voices

Logic Analyser

Design your own logic
circuitry
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Regulars

Editor’'s Comment

It looks like Oric Products Inter-
national have managed to sort
out the delay problems with the
Oric 1, 48K models can be seen
almost anywhere, although
16K’s are still a bit thin on the
ground. This means that soft-
ware and add-on manufacturers
can begin production of all the
goodies they have been telling us
about, which, of course, 1s all
good news for us.

One of the signs of a successful
computer is the number of
accessories that are available for
it. The expandability of the Oric
should allow a vast number of
peripherals to be designed. In
the near future we should be
seeing joy-sticks, light pens, I/O
cards, memory  expansion
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modules and perhaps even a
speech module.

One of the main criticisms of the
Oric manual has been the lack of
specific details on system vari-
ables and machine code entry
points. There are a number of
reasons for this. Due to copy-
right and licence agreements
Oric products are only permit-
ted to give out minimal infor-
mation on the inside workings of
Basic.

Another reason is that as minor
faults are corrected in the Basic
SO entry points may move up or
down in memory. This would
mean that any program written
to use these Rom routines may
not function correctly on a dif-

ferent machine. Obviously once
things have settled down in the
Rom then some useful informa-
tion can be released. The final
reason for the non-appecarance
of technical data is simply that at
the time of writing the Oric
manual much of this information
simply wasn’t available to the
authors.

It is hoped that through this
magazine we can become a
clearing house for all the tech-
nical information on the Oric
and its peripherals. We are very
interested to hear what dis-
coveries you make and, of
course, will pay for any articles
or programs published.

So keep them flowing in!



Oric Catch up

Oric  Products International
have now cleared their mail
order backlog. Managing Direc-
tor, Barry Muncaster, said ‘It is
a great relief to all of us to be
able to say that we currently
hold no order that has been with
us longer than our quoted 28
days. Oric will be phasing out
the mail order side of their
business over the next few weeks
and allowing their dealers to
take a greater share of the mar-
ket.’

Colour Printer
Arrives

The first official add-on for the
Oric has been released. This is
the 4-colour printer which has
been expected for some time.
The printer uses standard 412"
paper and is switchable between
40 and 80 characters per line.
The writing mechanism is a
clever arrangement of 4 minia-
ture ball-point pens. These are
selectable by software and give
red, green, blue and black inks.
There are 15 programmable cha-
racter sizes and 4 different draw-
ing angles. The printer doubles
as a penplotter and allows the

drawing of complex diagrams
and pictures. The printer con-
tains an integral power supply
and a printer lead is included.
The price is £169.95 inc. vat and
£5.95 postage and packing. A
small quantity is available for
mail order from Tangerine
Computer Systems at 3 Club
Mews, Ely, Cambs, CB7 4NW

16Ks begin mail
order

In another statement from Barry
Muncaster we were told that
16K Orics are now in full pro-
duction and will be going to mail
order customers first. The
reason for the delay in 16K
production has been that out of
every hundred Orics ordered,
eighty of them were for 48Ks,
and so it made sense to clear the
rapidly increasing  backlog.
Total Orics ordered for delivery
in 1983 now stand at over
350,000 machines.

Apparently production on the
16K was also delayed due to
some minor technical problems:
‘The 16K Oric is exactly the
same design as the 48K Oric. We
would have had no problems if
the specification of a particular
chip had not altered just prior to
manufacture. However it did,
which resulted:- in us having to
completely change the 16K cir-
cuit board. This has meant a
12-week delay in production.
Fortunately we are now over the
technical problems and in full
production of 16Ks’ said Barry
Muncaster.
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Lead us not
Astray!

A range of cassette leads for the
Oric has been released by Clares
of Winsford in Cheshire. They
are priced at £2.50 and to help
the novice who is not sure which
lead he requires, a sample of
‘each type is included in a pack
for £5. The balance is returned
when the customer has made his
choice. The leads should fit most
cassette recorders and include
jacks for remote control. More
information from Clares, 222,
Townfields Road, Winsford,
Cheshire CW7 4AX. Tel:
(06065) 51374.

New Book from
Granada

The first book to appear for the
Oric is ‘The Oric 1 — And how to
get the most from it’ by that well
known author lan Sinclair. The
book is aimed at the absolute
beginner and is designed to give
a better understanding of the
functioning of the Oric. The user
is taken right from the beginning
of setting up the Oric and con-
necting cassette recorders right
through to array and file hand-
ling and user defined graphics.
Although the book doesn’t
break much ground as far as the
experienced user goes, it would
be valuable for the novice who
wishes to get a full understand-
ing of his machine. The book is

Nows

News Brief

available from most sellers of
Granada Publications and also
by mail order from Tansoft.

Tansoft Range
Extended

Tansoft have now added four
new titles to their range of cas-
sette software. Oricmon 1is a
complete machine-code monitor
including mnemonic assembler/
dissassembler block move and
verify. The package costs £15.00
inc. vat. and 90p postage. House
of Death is a terrifying follow up
to Zodiac and takes place in a
haunted house. House of Death
is £9.99 + 40p postage. Multi-
games Pack 2 contains Hang-
man, Moonlander, Substrike,
Roadrace and Link-4D. Pack 2
costs £6.90 inc. vat + 40p post-
age. Top of the range is Oric-
Munch which is a high-speed
and challenging version of that
well known arcade game. Feat-
uring a variety of ghosts and fruit
and written entirely in machine
code. Oric-Munch is £7.95 +
40p postage.
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