


From the author of the ,highly
acclaimed Xenon-1 come. the

, second In the Xenon .erie.. Thl.
game continue. the high stancftlrd
of excellence .et by it. pre-
dece.sor.The amazing super high
resolution .grephlcs make this 100% machine code arcade game a must for your
collection.
Following their defeat at the hands of the Xenon fleet the Zorgons have captured the
Xenon princess Roz, and have Imprisoned her in their castle. You are commissioned to
rescue her by scouring the four corners of the Zorgon Empire to capture the magic
stones. These stones, guarded by the Quadnogs, Terrapods and many other strange
beasts, are needed to bridge the bottomless chasm surrounding the castle, enabling you
to achieve your goal.
Each one of the many varied stages in this scintillating mission will test your arcade
ability as never before.

FEATURES INCLUDE:-
.

100% MACHINE CODE
SUPERB SOUND EFFECTS
SUPER-SMOOTH HI-RES
GRAPHICS'
MULTI-STAGE ARCADE ACTION
SKILL LEVELS
HALL OF FAME

For the 48K ORIC-1 £8.50 inc.

OTHER TITLES IN THE IJK SOFTWARE ORIC-1 RANGE...

XENON-1
100% MIC arcade

game for the
48K ORIC.1
1:8.50 Inc.

INVADERS
Machine code

arcade game for
16K &48K ORIC.1

1:7.50 Inc.

FANTASY QUEST
Intriguing

adventure for
48K ORIC.1
£8.50 Inc.

REVERSE
Superb board

game for
48K ORIC.1
1:8.50 Inc.

CANDYFLOSS &
HANGMAN

Two top
educational

programs for
48K ORIC.1

3D MAZE &
BREAKOUT

Arcade action lor
48K ORIC.1
1:7.50 Inc.

ALL PRICES FULLY INCLUSIVE OF VAT and P&P -NO MORE TO PAY

Our software has been officially approved by Oric Products International Ltd.,
and is available from branches of W.H. Smiths, Laskys, Computers for all,
Zappo, Boots, John Menzies, The Spectrum Chain, many other leading
department stores, hundreds of independent d,ealers n--tiQn~i~~I_a.!!d in
23 countries across the world. You can also order dlrec;tJI',"ii'" 'I ,;8;~rtised-
software is in.stock~now and will be despatched within 4~:n')~:( . : ','

order. '
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IJH
'; Saflware
Limit.d .

IJK Software and the ORIC-l Micro
bring you more exciting arcade
action from the Xenon series. . .

24 HOUR ANSAFONE
9 King Street, Blackpool, Lancs.
Telephone (0253) 21555
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Oric Insight: The
Hidden Oric

How to access the floating
point maths routines directly in
machine-code

Hints and Tips

A new column of recipesfor
your Oric, to experiment with

New Products Review

We look at the new Oric I
MCp.40 colour printer

Captain Tanex

More incredible adventures of
our intrepid hero

Phonics

A testfor your ears to spot the
odd word out

Frog-Run

Can you get the frog to avoid
all the traffic hurtling towards
it and reach its destination?



Our software is available from all Oric dealers and .
most good software suppliers. In case of difficulty .. ~~

please contact us on Teversham (02205) 2261 or write to us at:

Unit 1 & 2, Techno Park, Newmarket Road, Cambridge



Regulars

Editor's Comment
Paul B Kaufman

Summer is the worst time of year
for the micro enthusiast. The
sun beats down mercilessly on
those forced to mow the lawn or
lie on deckchairs. There's no
welcome snowstorm or flood
which means that he has to stay
indoors writing obscure machine
code packages or solving adven-
ture games in four dimensions.
If you go abroad ten to one
there's no mains outlet on the
beach and someone's forgotten
to pack your aerial lead . Yet in
hundreds of offices all over the
country software houses are
planning their latest games or
business programs for the com-
ing autumn and winter rush.
This has been going on for about
the last three years yet things are
beginning to change.

Nowadays if you go to a com-
puter exhibition you will find
less people actually buying
equipment or software and more
just trying it out and seeing
what's available before going to
their local W. H. Smiths or
Dixons to buy it. This is in
contrast to the exhibitions of a
few years ago such as the Bread-
board shows where every exhibi-
tor could expect to clear his
stand before the end of the show
and perhaps even sell the stand
as well!

It is obvious then that the whole
retail market is maturing and
rapidly becoming attuned to the
consumer rather than the strict
hobbyist. In a way a lot of the
early magic is disappearing.

I can remember the excitement
when my MK14 kit arrived on
the doorstep from Science of
Cambridge (Pre-Sinclair!) and
after a few hurried hours of
soldering, switching it on to find
it didn't work. This, in away,
was quite gratifying because if it
had worked I would have just sat
there and looked at it - there
was no software around to do
anything with. I remember even
being able to get through to Nick
Toop or David Johnson-Davies
at Science of Cambridge and
actually talk to these people who
designed the machine. The same

goes for when I upgraded to a
Tangerine Microtan, I was
always talking to Paul Johnson
or Barry Muncaster about some
technical point or other.

In a way things had to change.
The small numbers of these
machines would have kept no-
one in business very long. Today
when you buy a computer it is
almost always certain to run first
time (don't all write at once!),
software of some sort is always
available and although you can't
get to talk to the designers, there
are usually plenty of publica-
tions (such as this) to help with
your technical problems.

The point of writing this is to
show that although there are
always complaints and prob-
lems, they are usually, in per-
spective, nowhere as devastating
as they could have been a few
years ago. So although some of
the old magic has gone, today's
product is far more complete
and reliable than its more
temperamental predecessors.
Speaking as someone who was
there when it started I think I
prefer the present solid reliable
products (well fairly reliable!) to
the old circuit board and bits of
wire designers nightmare.



News Brief
Addons from MCP
MCP have released a joystick
interface that includes its own
speech synthesizer. This is based
on a fixed vocabulary chip which
gives a limited vocabulary of
around 200 words although the
sound quality is higher than the
phoneme types. The joystick
socket is designed for Atari type
connections.

MCP are also planning to
release in the near future a
digitiser (bit pad), an RS232
interface and a multichannel
AID converter.

More information from MCP,
Tel (0792) 844465.

Financial Director for Oric
Allan Castle, F.C.A. has joined
Oric Products International,
manufacturers of the Oric 1
microcomputer, as their Fin-
ancial Director. He took up the
appointment which carries a seat
on the Board on July 1.

Mr. Castle has just spent six
years in Hong Kong as Financial
Controller of the Ednasa Group

which is involved amongst other
things in shipping, oil field ser-
vices and property in Singapore,
Houston and Brisbane. He
began his career as a Chartered
Accountant with Coopers and
Lybrand where he spent seven
years before leaving to become
Assistant Treasurer of P.&O.

Oric Sales Increase
Sales of Oric's microcomputer large quantities to France and keto The company is also
are expected to reach 350,000 other European countries and actively seeking a similar joint.
during the first year, a six hun- has recently set up joint ventures venture with an American com-
dred percent increase over its in Japan and Singapore to cover pany.
initial projection. It exports in the Asian and Australasian mar-



Software Scan
Paul B Kaufman

Not many titles have arrived for
review since the last issue so I
suppose that everyone is off on
their summer hols.

A company who I have not
heard of before, Sector 7 Soft-
ware, have sent me their Games-
pack. It contains seven short
games - Laser Station, Obstruc-
tion, Mazatronic, Demolition,
Milliblox, Noughts and Crosses,
and Maths-Test. Although writ-
ten in Basic they are of a good
standard with reasonable graph-
ics and sound. Although they
probably won't appeal to the
arcade addict they are very suit-
able for the younger Oric user.

P.S.S. have sent me a preview
copy of their 'Ultra.' This is a
space invaders shoot down type
game with a difference. The
invaders keep changing shape
and moving in various patterns
across the screen. The graphics
are very good, particularly the
star background which seems to
move independently of the
aliens in front. A very enjoyable
game.

House of Death is a follow up
adventure game to Zodiac from
Tansoft. The adventure takes
place in a disused film set which
was once used for horror films.
As you would imagine there are
all sorts of nasties out to get you
and plenty of puns and bad jokes
which are becoming hallmarks

of Geoff Phillips writing. As
with Zodiac you will need
several hours to play this adven-
ture through, plus endless pat-
ience. Geoff tells me he is work-
ing on a proper follow up to
Zodiac called - wait for it-
Zodiac 2. Apparently this will be
written mainly in machine code
to speed things up.

I have managed to get hold of a
preview copy of Author, the
word processing package by
John Dawson.It is cassette
based and is written entirely in
machine code. When you first
enter it you are presented with a
menu that gives you the various
program options. These allow
you to create new documents,
edit existing ones, save or load
to cassette, set up parameters
for printers and count the num-
ber of words in your text.

Entering text is very simple, you
simply type 'w' for write and
answer 'Yes' to clear old text out
of memory . You then just type
in whatever you require.

Editing text is also simple. You
can move about your text page
by using the cursor keys and you
have the ability to insert new
text, delete unwanted charac-
ters, words or paragraphs and
search for specific words.

A clever feature is wordwrap.
This ensures that a word is never
broken in half if it overflows the
end of the line. It is always
moved down to the next line.
There are some more sophisti-
cated features such as auto cen-
tring, left and right margin set-
ting and tabs. Author will num-
ber pages for you automatically
if required and force new pages
to be printed when needed. You
can also have one paragraph
always printed at the top of each
form.

Although there isn't room to
describe in detail everything that
Author can do, in the few hours
I have spent using it I was very
impressed with its capabilities. It
is quite happy to work with most
printers including Oric's MCP
40.

Next time I hope to look at Oric
Ca1c and the Hobbit adventure.
We are also looking for indepen-
dent software evaluators to
review new Oric software. If you
are interested why not drop me a
line.


