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TYPE IN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

WE LIST THE SOFTWARE THAT'S AVAILABLE
PLA Y PINBALL WITH YOUR ORIC



The very best in arcade action-

Rat Splat:
A revolting game. h

Splat the rats in the sewer before ~.~
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they consume the cheese, and destroy the monsters (Ut>

before they consume you! 48K. £7.95. d
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Tansoft produce a wealth of business and utility software to cater for, ~ ~~ ' -' ,
;:fft ~7

ever'!interes,t. Th~ 'not so' games-minded people maybe ,-':-5 ~,~.~ PA -' . -
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Author: A powerful word-processor program which ~::-~~? 0;" ~~ l1

,. .
~

includes word-wrap and word-count. Ideal for letters and ,~~ .
reports. 48K. £14.50. '
Oric Calc: A full spread-sheet program allows you to sum
columns or rows and apply complex formulae. :48K. £14.50.
Oric Cad: A computer aided design program for displaying,
rotating, enlarging and shading objects on the screen.
48K. £9.99.
For the full range of Tansoft software - which currently
numbers over 20 titles - pick up a catalogue in your local
Computer Store or contact Tansoft at Unit 1,
The Techno Park, 645 Newmarket Road, Cambridge.
Tel. Teversham (02205) 2261.
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COMMENT, Page 4
It's out with the old and in with the new

NEWS, Page 5
A successful show, Oric sponsorship and plenty more

SOFTWARE FOR YOU, Page 16
Seven programs for you to type in

SOFTWARE LISTINGS, Page 19
The listings - and they're large enough to read without a
magnifying glass

SIMPLE SENTENCES

PINBALL

CHARACTER DEFINER

3D ROTATION

CHARACTER REDEFlNER

SPELLBUZZ ANALYSIS

SOFTWARE REVIEWS, Page 39
Reviews of the software we've been enjoying for the last
few weeks, and think you should be enjoying too!BOOK REVIEWS, Page 6

The latest releases are assessed

CLUB SPOT, Page 7
There's a foreign flavour this time

PRACTICAL MACHINE CODE, Page 9
Part two of an easy to follow introduction to the
complexities of Machine Code

"DEAR ORIC OWNER", Page 13
What you have to say to us, and what we say to that

DISASTER AREA, Page 14
Had problems with a recent listing. Here's what the
listings should have had in them. . .

COMPETITION, Page 15
Win yourself a copy of The Hobbit, a classic adventure
game

--
SOFTWARE LISTINGS, Page 40
We bet you never thought there was as much software
as this available for your Oric

QUICKIES, Page 43
Plenty of short programs for you to enter. Some are
simply demonstrations, others are more useful

AND FORTHLY . . "Page 46
Four new words defined

APPEND/RENUMBER, Page 47
A Machine Code porgram that gives far better file
handling on the Oric computer. You can combine two
programs, and renumber listings

HINTS AND TIPS, Page 52
Useful advice from other Oric owners to make your
computing easier

NEXT ISSUE
'We'll be interviewing the inventor of the Atmos, looking

at the Microdrive, examining Oric's sound features and
supplying all the best listings, reviews and latest news.

Cover illustration by Ains]ie Mac1eod
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A
fter two continuous years of
producing magazines, the
time has come for me to
step down to allow someone

who knows what they are doing to
take over. That person is Kester
Cranswick, who joins us from a well
known photography magazine. His
experience in this field, plus his
long-standing Oric ownership, makes
him the ideal person to develop and
expand Oric Owner magazine.

As Managing Director of Tansoft, I
now have the responsibility of
ensuring the continuation of Oric
Owner and the development of a
wide range of software for the Oric.
I shall submit pieces now and again,
particularly on technical subjects such
as Forth.

Kester and I will be available to
meet you at all the major Computer
Exhibitions this year and everyone is
welcome to talk about all Oric related
subjects. I shall look forward to
meeting you.

Bye bye for now.

I

Publisher

When I bought my Oric, back in the
early days, I never imagined it would

lead to me sitting in the editor's chair
of Oric Owner. At that time I was the
technical editor of a weekly
photographic magazine, interested in
learning about computers.

Since then I've learnt quite a bit
about the Oric and computing in
general. Still, I'm no expert, and make
no claims to be. However, here at
Oric Owner I'm surrounded by
experts, and part of my job will be to
put across information in a way that
every Oric owner can understand.

I know that the information and
programs that come in every day from
you is of a very high calibre. I know
because I've always read Oric Owner,
and benefited tremendously from it.

In the coming months I hope to
nake Oric Owner even better than it
las been. There are plenty of plans
3.foot,and many ideas to look into. So,
.f you have any ideas or suggestions
'or the magazine, let me know.

Editor

Oric Owner 1Spublished at b1-monthly
intervals by
Tansoft Ltd.
Units 1 & 2,
Cambndge Techno Park,
Newmarket Road
Cambridge
Tel 022052261
Reg No. 1632070
ISSN 0265-8488
Subscriptions. £7 50 [or six issues (UK
only). Overseas rates on request
Backnumbers. £I. 20 (3 and 4 only)
@ Tansoft Ltd
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RUNNING FOR ORICS

Oric are doing their bit to
help Britain's athletes get to
Los Angeles for this year's
Olympic games, Oric put up
prizes for a national Run for
Britain, held on the 18th
March at Wisley Park, Surrey

The prizes went to the
runners who raised the most
money from their sponsors,
Two 16K Oric-l computers
are to be awarded to the top
money raisers, one to an
under 16 runner, one to an
over 16 runner. And, just in

case some runners felt they'd
not got enough sponsorship,
all runners returning their
sponsorship money by 21st
April will be elegible for a
special prize draw, First out of
the barrel in that wins a
brand new 48K Oric Atmos,
With the lure of a home
computer like the Oric, the
national organizers hope to go
a long way towards achieving
the total target of £1.5 million
pounds needed by the British
Olympic hopefuls,

LET '84 LAUNCHES
What's in store for '84 was the
theme of the inaugural
Leisure Electronics Trader
show at the Heathrow Penta
hotel in mid-February, The
three day, trade only show,
attracted 120 exhibitors,
enough to fill three floors,

Oric took space to show off
the new Atmos, the restyled
printer and the yet to be
released Micro Disc, There
was plenty of Oric software to
be seen too,

Tansoft had a second

,
version of Chess, this time
with synthesised voice
commands, They also
demonstrated their latest
games and the Author word
processing package,

Arcadia were showing a
sample of Pasta Blasta, the
first part of a Pasta Wars
trilogy, Ocean had rigged up
an old Space Invaders arcade
game to demonstrate
Hunchback Durell were
showing Harrier Attack on a
five foot screen and
Salamander were enthusing

about a new racing game,
Classic Racing,

With the launch of the
Atmos, there seems to be a
growing commitment to Oric
software on the part of major
software houses, There are an
awful lot of Oric owners out
there just waiting for the right
programs to come along, 1984
is looking set to be a great
year for Oric software,

TANSOFT DEVELOPS
LINK-WORD
LANGUAGE
LEARNING SYSTEM
LANGUAGE MASTERCLASS, the very first computerised
Link-Word foreign language learning system,was
launched recently, at the LET '84 Show by British
software and publishing house, Tansoft Limited, of
Cambridge,

Claimed to provide the ability to communicate at a
basic level in a selected language within ten to twelve
hours - around a 70% reduction over conventional book
learning methods - MASTERCLASS is essentially aimed
at British businessmen who travel abroad, couriers,
tourists and home-study students, It is only compatible
with the new British 48K Oric Atmos microcomputer and
its forerunner, the Oric-l 48K, and is now available in
French, German, Italian and Spanish versions,

TERRY SHURWOOD
JOINS ORIC BOARD
FROM MATTEL

Terry Shurwood (43) has
been appointed to the board
of Oric Products International
Limited, the Ascot based

electronics company who last
month launched the Atmos
48K micro computer.

Mr Shurwood joins Oric as
Sales and Marketing Director,
taking over from Peter
Harding who assumes
responsibility for new vertical
markets including Viewdata,

A former National Account
Manager for ITT, General
Sales Manager for Ingersol
Electronics and, most
recently, Sales and Marketing
Director for Mattel Electronics
(UK) Ltd, one of Mr
Shurwood's responsibilities
will be the restructuring of
Oric's sales force and
improving support to the
company's 1000 UK micro
computer dealers,

Oric Owner 5



COMPUTING
WITH THE
ORIC-I
lan Hickman
Newnes Technical Books
£6.95

The Oric manual has come in
.for its fair share of Gustified)
criticism. This book is not so
much a rewritten manual as a
complementary volume. It
sets out to fill the gaps of the
original manual.
It is written without reference
to the Atmos, so takes the
bugs of the original Oric into
account The MCP40 printer
is dealt with too.

So as not to alienate
novices, the author starts with
a look at the history of
computers, explains common
terms and how to get the Oric
running. Sections on BASIC
programming, colour,
graphics, editing and
mathematics follow. They are
well written but if you've
persevered with the manual,
there's little new to be
gleaned from them.

A chapter on Boolean logic
is certainly valuable as that's a
real gap in the manual. Then
it's back to strings, more
graphics and sound
commands, with a few helpful
tips here and there. Good
demonstration programs are
used throughout to illustrate
certain features and points.
6 Onc Owner

So far, so so. Now come the
good bits. There's a chapter
on tape handling, one on
improving BASIC program
structures and a lengthy
section on Machine Code
that's as good an introduction
as we've seen anywhere. A
chapter on printers is also
worth reading too, as is the
appendix on the Centronics
interface.

For the beginner, this is a
fairly good book, though the
final chapters may well be
confusing. For the more
advanced user, the first
chapters are unnecessary and
the later sections, very handy.
The book thus falls between
two interest groups.
Depending on your
experience, it may be what
you want, or it may not Just
like the curate's egg, it is
good in parts.

lMETEORIC
PROGRAM-
MING
John Vander Reyden
Melbourne House, £7.95

~

There's no shortage of
programs to enter into your
Oric. This collection of 30
listings is one of the most
balanced around.
The usual game variants are
included - Frogger, Bomber,
Lunar Lander, Invaders and
so on. They are all quite
straightforward with few frills.
Other games include a short

adventure, a three
dimensional maze and some
rather more original games.

More useful programs
include basic payroll and
sales analysis listing, a
synthesizer listing, a working
clock and a drawing aid
program. And, for Machine
Cede programmers, the last
section of the book has some
useful explanations and
utilities. These are a Machine
Cede monitor, a line
renumber and a block line
delete.

Each program is illustrated
with a picture of the screen
display. That gives an idea of
whether the program is worth
entering in. There are also
good explanations of program
structures, useful subroutines
and variables. The budding
programmer will certainly
learn plenty from this book.

The programs contain a few
bugs, chiefly the dreaded
ELSE bug. A thoughtful
feature is the indication of the
lengths of empty strings - an
idea we wish other program
listers would follow.

If you are on the lookout for
a book of programs that will
teach as well as entertain, this
is certainly worth getting. We
rate it highly.

SIXTY
PROGRAMS

~

FOR THE
ORIC-I
Erskine!WalwynlStanley/Bews

~

pan, £4.95
Produced in collaboration
with Personal Computer
News, this is a good value
book of program listings.
With 60 programs, it will keep
you busy for weeks.
The programs are listed with
nothing more than a brief
description of the game.
There are no tips, no screen
displays and the only way to
establish the value of a
program is to laboriously type
it in.

All the usual programs are

listed, along with a few novel
ones. The most ambitious is a
three part, 20 page game
called Evolution. Other
interesting listings are
Options - to help you decide
between a number of options,
Holiday Expenses, a simple
payroll calculator, a
biorhythms listing and a
moving message displayer.

The listings are rather
lengthy, enabling the
programs to be of a high
standard. Bugs are uncommon
- the publishers will supply
corrections to Alien, Hangman
and Minelay listings. Other
errors will be your fault!

Whatever your game
interest, there will be a few
programs here for you. Take
the trouble to type them in
and you'll be royally
entertained. At just £4.95, this
book offers excellent value for
money, if you want a good
collection of games that you
could improve on. Other
books may educate you - this
one is purely for amusement
It does that exceedingly well.

UNDER-
STANDING
ORIC
lan McLean
Prentice!Hall £7.95

Were we to recommend just
Dne book to the Oric owner,
this would be the one. For a


