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P
hew! It's been hectic since my
last Comment. We've had 50
new subscribers to add to the
mailing list - every week.

We've had the new Microdisc to try
out, and I've been getting to grips
with the Atmos. It is a real
improvement over my Oric-l, and I'm
sure that, with all the TV advertising,
it will be a big success. If you already
have an Oric-l, be sure to enter our
competition - you might win a free
upgrade.

The upgrade was one piece of
good news, though it isn't exactly
cheap. If you use your Oric-l for
either word processing or file
management, an upgrade will really
help.

The new Microdisc units are
already working for Oric Owner.
They are storing records of Oric and
Atmos software, distributors and other
such information. We are using the
Author word processor package and
an MCP-40 printer to generate copy
too - the office is largely electronic.

As well as all that, I managed to
catch up with Dr Paul ]ohnson. Some
of his comments have been
pre-empted by recent news, but I

came away with the impression that
he has plenty more ideas up his
sleeve.

Their new Sales and Marketing
Director, Terry Shurwood, has some
exciting plans too. If you visit this
month's Personal Computer World
show at Earl's Court, in London, .you'll
be able to join the Oric Club. It is
being launched there and, whilst I
can't divulge too much, it is safe to say
that you'll be able to recoup your
membership fee very quickly if you
take advantage of special,
member-only offers.

By that time, you should be able to
program a fanfare on your Oric. In
response to many requests, we have a
major feature on the sometimes
confusing sound commands of the
Oric. They aren't that difficult if
tackled methodically and they are
certainly able to produce a huge
variety of sounds. You didn't know you
had an Oric synthesiser, did you?

The programs this issue should
provide something for everyone. Puss
in Boots is a lighthearted adventure,
while arcade fans can have a crack at
Star Cruiser. The slot machine harks
back to more traditional arcade
games, and gives a winning chance
too. Tape Store is a genuinely useful
utility for indexing music collections. It
saves data to tape too. Finally,
Arithmetic Invaders tests maths skills
and entertains at the same time. If you
have any better programs -let's see
them.

Next issue will be the last
bi-monthly Oric Owner. The October
issue, available in September, will be
a monthly magazine. It will also be
available through all good
newsagents - so if you aren't a
subscriber, place an order.

So, with a monthly magazine to
launch, Oric Club to organize,
software to review, your programs to
tryout and all the computer shows
to attend, your's truly is likely to be
breathless for a while longer.

Kester Cranswick
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ORIC GOES TO HARRODS

Harrods boast that you can
buy anything in their giant
London store. Now you can
buy Oric products.

A recent sales agreement
means that stocks of the
Atmos are now available

through Harrods. Part of the
reason for the decision to
stock the Atmos was its RGB
socket. This feature has
proven very popular with
overseas customers in the
computer department.

ATMOS SOFTWARE
EXPANDS
Good news for Atmos owners
is that the software available
for the machine continues to
increase. At last count, 23
software manufacturers were
making Atmos compatible
software.

In addition, some
. .

compames are runnmg a
software exchange scheme.
Tansoft are currently
exchanging any Oric-I
software for the Atmos
equivalent at a cost of £3.00.

Major software houses to
convert to Atmos software
include Arcadia, Durell, IJK,
PSS, Salamander, Softek,
Severn, Tansoft and Virgin.

Different software
companies have adopted
different approaches to the
conversion. IJK Software Ltd
were told about the new ROM
last year and all their games
since September, 1983 have
been suitable for both ROMs.
Managing Director lan
Sinclair explained that IJK
used its own operating system

in the RAM and any calls
were made to that. If there
were any Machine Code calls
that caused problems, an
either. . . or routine was used.
"As Oric gave us plenty of
warning about the new ROM,
we haven't had any major
problems", he said. IJK would
exchange any old Oric-I
software outdated by an
upgrade for the £1 handling
fee.

Tansoft have had to rewrite
some of their programs (Forth,
Oric- Mon, Oric Munch for
example) so there are both
Oric-I and Atmos versions
available. Some of their
software will run on both
machines though.

So, if you are an Atmos
owner, rest assured that most
of the software offered to you
will be suitable. If in doubt,
check with the dealer or
supplier, or if buying mail
order, say that you own an
Atmos. You shouldn't have
any problems.

MADE IN BRITAIN
New agreements by Oric
Products International mean
that more of their
manufacturing is concentrate
in the United Kingdom.

Oric have entered a Joint
venture with Kenure Plastics
Ltd. to manufacture Printed
CircUIt Boards (PCBs),
microcomputers and other
electronic systems. The Joint
company is called M3 and is
operating from a 20,000
square foot factory on the
Hampton Farm' Industrial
Estate, at the London end of
the M3.

The first product to be
made there is the Atmos, am
the latest auto testing and
assembly techniques are
being used in the making of
this machine. 10,000 units a

month are planned.
Oric have also signed a

PCB manufacturing
agreement with the Welsh
firm. A+ A This company is
now making some of the
Atmos PCBs.

Orics now have three
sources for their Central
Processing Units (CrUs), and
more than a dozen other
component suppliers in
addition to the main supplier,
Inmos. Oric are thus
safeguarding themselves
against any problems that
may arise in one section of a
very volatile industry. The
new production facilities also
mean that the cost of
manufacture is on a par with
that of Eastern manufacturers,
keeping costs down.

MICRODISCS ARRIVE

Announced over a year ago,
the long awaited Oric Micro-
discs have finally arrived.
In fact, there is an order form
included in this issue of Oric
Owner. The price, per unit, is
£299.

Finished in Atmos colours,
the sleek looking disc drives
use the new 3" discs. Each
disc holds 160K of memory on
each side, transferred at the
rate of 250K bits per second.
There are 40 tracks, each
with 16 sectors of 256 bytes.
This will handle up to 640 files
per side.

The Disc Operating System

supports thirteen commands.
A whole disc can be copied,
or just a file. Files can be
deleted, a directory of files
displayed. . . . see our review
for full details.

The Microdisc units are
compatible with the Oric-I as
well as the Atmos. It is also
possible to run up to four umts
together for collossal memory
storage. At a later date, Onc
plan an 80 track option too,
doubling the capacity of the
discs.

Supplies of the new drives
aren't huge, so place orders
promptly.



ATMOS UPGRADE
ANNOUNCED

----

After months of speculation,
Oric Products International
Ltd. have unveiled plans for
upgrading of existmg 48K
Oric-I computers. The
upgrade is to cost £60.

16K Oric-I owners will also
be able to upgrade to a 16K
Atmos for the same amount,
but not to 48K Atmos
specifica tions.

For that price, the upgrade
is comprehensive. The old
Oric-I machine will have the
new ROM installed, the new
typewriter style keyboard, the
black and red casing of the
Atmos and comes with both
an Atmos manual and a full
twelve month guarantee. It
will, to all intents and
purposes, be an Atmos
computer.

To get your upgrade, send
your Oric-I, with no cords or
power supplies, but securely
packed to Oric Manufacturing

Unit I I, Hampton Farm
Industrial Estate, Hampton
Road, Hanworth, Middx. The
turnaround time is expected
to be 28 days, though that
depends on how much
demand there is for the
service.

The new ROM chips have
been obtained in addition to
those required to meet
production targets for the
Oric Atmos, so the upgrade
does not mean less Atmos
models will be made.

Oric have also put paid to
the rumour that they were
planning to recall some Atmo:
machines to replace the
ROM The story arose from ar
article in a weekly computer
magazine, in which the new
and old ROMS were
confused. There have been
no reported problems with
the Atmos or upgraded Oric-
computers.

PrOGrams on disc
Tansoft have announced that a
number of their utility and
business programs are to be
converted to disc. The
programs are Author, Oric
Base, Oric Calc and Forth
Prices for disc programs have

yet to be decided.
Tansoft are also planning to

supply blank discs and a
head cleaner for the
Microdrive unit. Check with
them for prices and
availability:

XENON-3?
IJK are planning the release
of the third in the Xenon
trilogy. Due shortly, it is

called 'The Final Conflict'. It is
the follow-up to Zorgon's
Revenge, itself the sequel to
Xenon-I. So, all you alien
zappers, start saving for The
Final Conflict.

MCP ADD
ADD-ONS
Swansea-based Modular
Concept Peripherals have
launched a number of new
accessories for Oric
computers. They include a
programmable joystick
interface and an RS232-C
interface that allows a modern
to be used with an Oric.

The Joystick interface
connects to the expansion
port, using a different system
to that of the PASE interface.
The MCP system does not
interfere with sound. There
are ports for two joysticks,
and they could be used as
general purpose 1:0 ports.
MCP have circularized
leading software houses and
are hoping that software will
be produced to take
advantage of the new
interface. The unit costs
£23.70.

At £3850, the RS232-C
interface unit comes with
Prestel software. It can be
connected to a Telemod
modern and then gives the
Oric owner access to Prestel.

The third accessory from
MCP is an RS232-C switch.
This allows the switching of
two peripherals, such as a
modern and a printer. The
switch costs £37.00.

MCP have also released an
adventure game. Runelord
employs a novel concept. A
character generator is used to

create a character. That
character is then played
through an adventure. The
Runelord Masterpack consists
of the character generator
and a scenario, The Pits of
Doom MCP plan an initial set
of ten modules for the
adventurer.

The games use both text
and graphics. MCP plan to
introduce games that take
advantage of their speech
synthesiser. The initial Master
Pack of Character Generator
Module and The Pits of Doom
scenario is available for the
Oric-I at a price of £7.50.

SPORTING
ATMOS
A leading sports agency has
chosen the Atmos computer
as the heart of a computerised
data system being established
in the United States. All Sports
International are also planning
to use the Atmos to access
mainframes in selected hotels
to provide a Prestel-type
magazme.

All Sport have been
providing sport-related data
for over a decade. The cost
and inconvenience of
conventional storage media
has led them to adopt
computerised data
bases - from Oric.

All Sport are using their
American links to make their
data banks more accessible.
Companies like the Reporter
Publishing Company, who
produce over 60 newspapers,
will be supplied with stocks of
Atmos computers. The data
they need access to will be
stored on tape, for instant use
by the reporter.

There are also plans to
provide hotel magazines,
using a modified Atmos to
access the system The Atmos
will be able to download
pages of information, games
and so forth from a central
mainframe. The attraction is
that the system is easier to
update and cheaper than
printing a magazine. One
large chain near Disneyworld
is apparently very interested.



R. A. & J. W. Penfold
Bemard Babani Ltd.
92pp £1.95

Here's a handy, inexpensive
companion to the Oric-l
manual that is well worth its
modest price. It is also
extremely valuable to the
owner with a little electronics
expertise who wants to
interface the Oric-l with
various peripherals.

Though not a flash,
expensive volume, it is well
organized. It assumes the
reader has struggled through
the manual, so doesn't cover
too much ground that the
manual has thoroughly dealt
with. Resumes of main points
are frequent, and they are
logical, concise and useful
refreshers.

The reader will pick up
many useful tips, particularly
in the chapters on sound and
attributes Program listings
are kept to a minimum, with
just two lengthy listings. One
of these is a simple game, the
other a useful telephone
directory, complete with
array saver.

A chapter on interfacing
contains all you'll need to
know to connect your Oric to
the outside world, though it is
written for the DIY enthusiast.
If that is your field, this book
is a must.

For the Oric owner after
some sound information on
areas the manual skimps on,
this book is a gem

lan Stewart/Robin Jones
Shiva Publishing Ltd
164pp £5.95

Books to complement or
replace the Oric manual are
legion. This is one of the
better ones if you are new to
computing, and have
struggled through the manual.

The style is chatty, witty
and very entertaining. The
authors have tried to inject a
sense of fun into the
proceedings.

Projects feature heavily in
this book. They encourage
you to experiment and make
sure you have absorbed the
lessons.

The ground is covered
pretty thoroughly, though

there will invariably be
chapters you'll be able to
merely skim through. The
strongest chapters are a
series on debugging, the
music section and details of
attributes.

Other books may cover
certain areas more throughly
but this volume gives a good
grounding and encourages
you to try things for yourself.

The more esoteric aspects
of the Oric (Machine Code,
Boolean algebra and so forth)
are left well alone. There is
also no mention of the new
ROM, and bugged commands
are carefully avoided.

So, although other books
may have more information te
impart, this one is very 'user
friendly'. As such, it will
appeal to many users, and at
£5.95, is not over priced.

Peter Lupton & Frazer
Robinson
Century Communications
250pp £5.95

Designed to complement
the Oric-l manual, and with
full details of the new ROM, it
is an informative, readable
work.

It starts with setting up the
Oric and then deals with most
areas of its operation.
Depending on your expertise,
you may be able to skim
through some of the earlier
chapters, though there are
more than a few useful hints.

Each chapter features short
demonstration programs and
a convenient summary at the
end. The large type size is
also an asset too.

Most books are better in
some areas than others. In the
case of The Oric Handbook,
graphics is the strength. The
authors deal with TEXT,
LORES and HIRES display
modes in more depth them
most other books put
together. LORES, in parti-
cular, is a subject often over-
looked.

Other worthwhile chapters
deal with Boolean logic, the
new ROM and there is a
helpful appendix with advice
on how to speed up
programs.

The book contains several
complete program listings.
They are for a drawing aid, a
synthesiser, a Mastermind
type game and a simple line
renumber.

S. M. Gee/Mike James
Granada Publishing
161pp £6.95

Everyone, it seems, wants to
teach you how to use your
Oric. This recent volume is
yet another book designed to
supplement and augment the
Oric-l manual.

It is considerably better
than the manual, though that's
not hard, and covers most of
the Oric commands pretty
thoroughly. Indeed, even if
you are an experienced user,
their are more than a few tips
to be garnered from The Oric
Programmer.

There are no particular
areas in which this volume
shines. The authors have

adopted a logical, practical
approach to programming,
and given plenty of examples
to work on. Much of the
material can be skimmed
through if you are already
familiar with certain aspects
of Oric's BASIC.

The final few chapters get
to grips with Boolean logic,
PEEK, POKE, POP, PULL and
other more esoteric
commands. There is also a
useful appendix that details
the bugs of the Vl.O ROM, and
how to cure them

There is no mention of the
new ROM, the Atmos, the
printer unit or the disc drives.
At £6.95, this isn't a book we
would wholeheartedly
recommend. It is good, and
widely available, but we have
seen better books for the
novice Oric owner.
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