
--- -- -'..,,,,,,,,,,,--:

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 1984

INSIDE THE ORIC FACTORY
SECRETS OF A SOFTWARE HOUSE

MACHINE CODE ROUTINES MADE EASY
TYPE IN OTHELLO AND HUNCHMAN



Dormere Software Now Presents

Backgammon
(Reviewed by Tansoft
In this Issue) Dormcrc SOlr.wiue Presents

A superb version of the classic game Bac~:~~I
of backgammon for your 48k Oric. JUon

features:-

. 3 modes of play

. Machine code routines

. Hi-Res Graphics

. Coloured board

. Sound effects

SoftWare Presents

0ri~~11nvadeIS Oricallnvaders
4:{iiJt.. A super-fast ve~sion of the ever
fi'.!ft- popular space Invaders game,

,\ , features:-
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. Hi-Res Graphics
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. Full sound effects
, ;, p't'i . . Halloffame

+~~..,. . Writteninmachinecode
.,

. . FasVSlowbombsetc..~
?' . . BonusBases.

. 16kor48kOric

and if you haven't had enough yet. Dealer's and Distributor's enquiries
Try the ultimate in mind bending welcomed.
games for all the family, 16/48k Cheques and P.O.s made payable
Orlcal Games Pack 1.. to:- Dormere Software Limited,Stretch your Intelh!;jencewith Belgreen House, Green St.,
Sy,mon,Brain strain, OXO and Macclesfield, Cheshire.
Battleships for only £4.95. Tel: Macclesfield 619535.

GRID ATMOS and ORIC-1

BOMB (48K)
I

GOOD GAMES
from TOUCHSTONE

in VIDEO-STYLECASES

Available by
mail-orde'r

Don't wait a MICRO-SECOND!!
Send for your choice TODAY. . .

GRIDBDMB - exciting new arcade
game £5.95
BLOWTORCH BLASTER - an ice cool
game of skill and action £5.95
THE PITS - an adventure game with
graphics £5.00
ACTION 6- Tron, Headbang, Bomber,
Starshoot, Amaze, Chase ' £5.00

~~u~Tc~~;~e~~~DG.E~.
i,deal for ~harp~~~~~

Also available

GRAPHICS - includes ace character gener.
ator, 3.0 demo , £5.00

MIND 6-Swappers, Hexpawn, Squares,
Slide, Bite, 4 in a row £5.00

TOUCHSTONE, 61 Highfield
Road, Saxilby, Lincoln

Linkword.A unique way to learn
a language.
ThehighlyacclaimedLinkword Language System

is a new concept designed to take the drudgery out
of learning foreign words and phrases with similar
sounding English words and expressions.

For example the Italian for 'cat' is 'gatto'. You will
then be asked to imagine a 'cat eating a large gateau'.
At a later stage you will be asked what the Italian is for
'cat' and you will recall the image of the cat and the ga

"You then sit back in your chair with pleasure and Sl
you realise the system does work!". Your Computer, April 1984, ,

It is very likely that in 10 hours you will have a vocabulary of about 350 words
and a basic grammar. The courses are ideal for holiday makers, business executives,
children or anybody who is looking for a constructive and enjoyable pastime. Available

at £12.95 each in French, German, Spanish and Italian. ~
Each language is supplied with a program cassette,

. a manual and all are compatible with Oric 1 and
Atmos 48K computers.

Our range of software products is available
from your local Oric stockist or contact us
jirect. Telephone Teversham (02205) 2261(



OCTOBER/NOVEMBER - ISSUE 9

COMMENT Page 4
Sorry we're late

NEWS Page 5
A new modem, show reports and new software releases

BOOK REVIEWS Page 8
Seven new titles we've found of use to Oric owners

SOFTWARE SCAN Page 1
Sixteen packages reviewed, from IJK, Virgm, Tansoft,
Touchstone, Superior and other software makers

SOFTWARE LISTINGS Page I!
Eight programs for you to type in

- games, educational
items, utilities and mind benders

OTHELLO - Nigel Hempsall
GB MAP -]. Rafferty
HUNCH MAN - Mark Shilling
EURO FLAGS - Andy Grant

STARSHIP RETREAT - Stephen Lucas
RUNEWRITER - Alan Irwin
CHARACTER GENERATOR - Conrad Chin
THREETOWERS- A. Baldie

SOFTWARE INDEX Page 35
An up to date listing of all Oric-l and Atmos software
available, listed under types

UNDOCUMENTED DOS Page 51
Oric's Disc Operating System has some hidden features
that can be readily exploited by users

INTERVIEW Page 52
Paul Kaufman, Managing Director of Tansoft, answers
questions about how a software company operates

QUICKIES Page 57
Plenty of short programs to show off the best features of
your Oric without wearing away fingers

ORIC ASSEMBLY Page 60
We've been to the Oric factory, to see how Orics are
assembled or repaired

PRACTICAL MACHINE CODE Page 62
Moving graphics characters around the screen by a
simple Machine Code program

LETTERS Page 66
What you've been saying to us, and our response

Cover illustration by Richard Wilson
Onc Owner 3



On behalf of everybody involved wIth
the Oric Owner Magazine, I would
like to convey our sincerest apologies
for the delay in the appearance of this
issue. Due to this delay, we have
called it the Oct/Nov issue mstead of
Aug/Sep but this will not change your
subscriptions at all.

The problems were due to the
sudden departure of Mr Cranswick,
the Editor, At the time of his
departure, this issue was only partially
completed and the balance of the
work fell upon us to complete, Some
of you may have been told that the
Oric Owner was to go monthly after
this issue and that it would be
available through the Newsagents,
However, with fewer people working
on the magazine, we have now
decided to abandon this plan for the
time being and we will be continuing
with a bl-monthly magazine, available
by subscription.

You may already be aware that we
have started up an offIcial Oric Club.
This is aimed to give the Oric Owner
the kind of support that a magazine
alone can't offer. We therefore have
decIded to incorporate the Oric Club
into thIS magazine, so that you will all
benefit from It. Those of you that

subscribe to Oric Owner and have
Joined the Oric Club separately, will
of course be refunded. You WIllall be
given a membership card, names of
other Oric enthusiasts in your area,
discounts on software hardware,
insurance, clothing and many other
useful items or services. Current
subscribers and future subscribers to
Oric Owner will automatically
become members of the Oric Club.

For those of you whose minds go
blank when the words BASIC or
Machine Code are mentioned, we
have details of an Oric school that
could solve all your problems. It's not
only for beginners though, there are 3
courses to choose from designed to
suit almost every Oric owner.

The Absolute Beginners course is
aimed at newcomers to Oric
computmg. It sets out to mtroduce
students to computing and the BASIC
language, By the end of the course,
students should be able to write
simple programs. They will also be
given the chance to tryout various
peripherals and software packages,

Inside BASIC is a middle level
course, for those wanting to improve
their BASIC skills. It has more theory
tackling page 2 and ROM routines,

Assembly language is a course for
would-be Machine Code
programmers. It will teach a modular
approach, and how to incorporate
Machine Code into BASIC.

Each course will be limited to 12
students but will be repeated at
regular intervals, The schools are held
in the picturesque Norfolk town of
Heacham It you are interested,
contact us for further details.

Well, with all these plans coming
into action for issue 10 I've got plenty
to do - so enjoy this issue and look out
for the next one, it will be full of offers
and information you can't afford to
missl

Carolyn Groeneveld.

-Onc Ow11eK-
Editor: Carolyn Groeneveld
Graphics: Carolyn Groeneveld
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Printers: Heffers Pnnters Lld
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Umts 1&2,
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Newmar ket Road
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OFFICIAL
ORIC CLUB

A nationwide network of Oric
users, a monthly club
magazine, special offers
galore - all are promised to
members of the newly
launched Oric Club. What's
more, the club has the
blessing of Oric Products
International.

The aim of the club is to put
Oric users in touch with one
another. Each member will
be invited to fill in his or her
interests on the application
form, and asked whether they
want to be put in touch with
other local members. It is
hoped that regional meetings
will be organized, and area
groups formed. Any member
will be able to get publicity
for activities through the
monthly club newsletter,
Oricall.

Oricall will also contain
details of special offers
available only to club
members. In the first issue of
the magazine, there is
software priced from 99p,
discounted books and colour
monitors from just over £100.
The club has also negotiated
a discount computer
equipment policy.

The club plans to take out
pages on the Oric data base,
offering exciting possibilities
to members with a modem.
An application form, and
further details, are on page
55.

PERFECT LOADING
Durell Software have come up
with a cassette loading aid
that they claim will enable
virtually any cassette
recorder to be set up
correctly for any Oric
computer.

The system was invented
by Ron Jeffs, author of Harrier
Attack. Robert White,
Managing Director of Durell
Software, outlined what is
involved.

Enter this program:
10 HIRES
20 FOR N=#AOOO TO #BF3F
30 POKE N, 42
40 NEXT N

Now RUN this program and
save the screen memory
block. CSAVE "PERFECT
LOAD", A#AOOO,E#BF3F

Now, to check that the
controls of a cassette
recorder are set correctly,
CLOAD "PERFECT LOAD".
The screen should fill with the
pattern of lines. If the cassette
volume or tone is set
incorrectly, corrupting the
loading, the screen pattern
will be irregular. Coloured
blocks may appear, areas of
blank space and so on. Adjust
the recorder until a clear
pattern emerges. You then
have settings that should give
trouble free loading.

If you can't duplicate the
pattern, you know that the

cassette recorder is not
suitable for the job.

Durell will have this loader
at the start of all their future
Oric games, and are keen to
see other software houses
adopting the system. If every
software package had this
loader, users could set up
their equipment to the
optimum settings, and
cassette loading problems
would be drastically reduced.

Jungle Trouble, the first
Durell program to have this
system, is a lighthearted
arcade/adventure game set in
a jungle. The player has to
complete various tasks, such
as chopping down a tree,
while stopping monkeys from
stealing the axe. It is written
by Ron Jeffs and has four
different screens.

Durell's major program for
the year is to be released at
the Farnborough airshow.
Called Combat Lynx, it has
been developed in
conjunction with the
Westmoreland helicopter
company. It is a flight
simulation package in which
the player has to battle
enemy tanks. Simulated 3D
graphics add to the fun, and
there is a terrain memory
map, so you can see all sides
of the terrain. Availability is
expected at the end of August.

AOSH
Several leading Oric software
houses have set up a joint
body, called the Association
of Oric Software Houses. It is
designed to further
intercommunication between
software houses about the
Oric computers, programming
techniques and so forth.

A statemen from AOSH
says "It was unanimously
agreed that Oric had found a
winning product in the Atmos,
and that public, dealer and
distributor awareness of both
the machine and the software
should be improved."

AOSH can be contacted
through member companies.

80 COLUMN
PRINTER
COMING
Oric have shown a new 80
column printer, due for
release shortly. It will sell for
around £250.

The printing system is dot
matrix, and the standard is
claimed to be letter quality. It
works at a very much faster
rate than the MCP-40
printer/plotter, but has little in
the way of graphic capability.
Made in Japan, in Oric
colours, it has a Japanese
type face built in. The
interface is Centronics.

GRAPHICS
COURSE
The University of Birmingham
is planning a ten week course
on Oric graphics and
programming skills. The
course is to be based on the
Graphic Kernel System, an
international system for
two-dimensional graphic
displays. Screen windows,
obect movements and
drawing are just some of the
topics that will be covered.

Due to start in January,
1985, the course will cost
around £10. If interested,
contact Mrs S. Laflin Baker,
Aston Webb Building,
Lecture Room 7, University of
Birmingham. The telephone
numbe is 021 472 1301.

JOYSTICK
INTERFACE

Downsway Electronics have
released a new joystick
interface for the Oric-I and
Atmos computers. It connects
to the inpuVoutput port and
takes standard nine pin
joysticks. It costs around £30.

Programming is simple.
Press the key appropriate to a
direction of movement, hold it
down and move the Joystick
in the appropriate direction.
This data is stored in the
interface's memory. A
program is then loaded and
the joystick will operate
instead of keys. Downsway
claim the unit is compatible
with all Oric software. Up to
eight directions, and fire can
be programmed.

For further details, contact
Downsway on (03727) 27222.
Their address is Depot Road,
Epsom, Surrey KT17 4RS.
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ORIC IN
CONCERT

Time travel, an American
musicIan and a brace of Orics
came together for an eleven
night senes of concerts in
Paris recenUy. The Orics
provided sound and graphics

]im Cuomo is the man
behll1d the event An
establlshed musician, he has
been expenmentll1g wIth
Orics since October WIth
three machines, a drummer
and a narrator, hIs stage
spectacle recreates a future
cnme in which a musician
using computers dIsappears
During the show, the
computers apparently start to
malfunction, and the
musIcians get more and more
worried. Eventually the
saxophonist does dIsappear

Programmed in Forth and
BASIC, the Orics display
HIRES images on three
television screens, and are
used to generate the taped
backing tracks. LIve
saxophone, percussion and
vocals complete the
spectacle.

]im Cuomo is evidenUy
keen to expenment further
with computerised concerts
He plans to Implement more
advanced programs in which
the computers simultaneously
produce sound and Images.
The French media have given
hIm plenty of coverage too,
wIth more to come. He ISalso
hoping to arrange some
concerts in Britain, if a
sUItable venue can be found.

SECTOR 7 SOUNDS
Sector 7 Software have
announced the winners of
their Composer compehhon.
The entries were so good that
they had to award three first
pnzes

The competition was open
to anyone who purchased the
Composer software program.
Music composed wIth the
program was subrmtted to
Sector 7, wIth a £ 100 prize
offered to the best
effort The three joint wll1ners
6 Onc Owner

were MIc Houghton, for Sabre
Dance, Trevor Shaw, for
Popcorn and]. Collll1s for
Only You. The company sent
Oric Owner a tape of the
winners and near-winners.
The quality of the entries was
lI1deed excellent, and ably
demonstrated the sound
potential of the Oric.

Composer is available from
Sector 7 Software, PO Box 8,
Newton Abbot, Devon
TQI2 lUE, and costs £6.50.

SUPERIOR
SOFTWARE
Atmos owners now have fIve
more programs to choose
from, under the Superior
Software name. Four are
Atmos-compatlble versions of
eXlstll1g Oric-I programs, the
fifth IS brand new.

Krokatile Waltz is the new
game. You are a Jungle nahve
and your task IS to protect two
species of krokahles You
must safeguard their food,
keep hunters at bay and keep
numbers down Written
enhrely in Machine Code and
for 48K machll1es only,
Krokahle Waltz costs £7.95.

There are two utility
programs for the Atmos,
coshng £9.95 each. Toolkit
includes a dlsassembler, a
monitor and several other
commands. Assembler ISa
two pass Machine Code
assembler that makes use of
the new commands on the
Atmos, and will work wIth the
Microdrives attached.

Geography ISan
educahonal program for 48K
machines. It teaches
countnes, capitals and
populahons, at a variety of
levels, and costs £7.95. The
final program IS Lunar
MissIOn, also £7.95.

The distnbutor of Superior
Software is Darkstar, 32
Sovereign Street, Leeds
LSI 4B]. The telephone
number is (0532) 450879.

TANSOFT
TITLES
Tansoft have four games titles
scheduled for release very
soon One is an adventure
game.

Harridges is a game along
the Mamc Miner lll1es. Set in
a multi-storey department
store, you are the shop
manager, havll1g to collect
money from the tllls. Trying to
frustrate you are fridges,
Hoovers, lawn mowers and so
on, all going beserk. It will
sell for £7.95.

The Kilburn Encounter is a
text-only adventure game,
sahrisll1g other adventure
games. It is Pythonesque 1I1
nature, featunng old ladles,
dead bishops and drunken
Australians The pnce WIllbe
£5.00.

Insect Insanity is to be the
follow up to Eat Splat, while
RIg Runner ISa new arcade
that has you rescuing oilmen
from a rig by hellcopter

Tansoft are also working on
a Pascal compllel.

QUICKSILVA'S

TWO
QUlcksllva, well known for
their Spectrum and BBC
games have released two
exishng titles for Onc-l and
Atmos machll1es. They are
Mined Out and Velnor's Lair

MlI1ed Out is a strategy
game. You have to manouver
your man through a mll1e
field, guided only by audible
warnings of nearby mines An
electric fence surrounds the
mll1e field, and movement IS
by cursor keys. There are
nine levels to the game, and
at hIgher levels, you
encounter walking mines,
have to rescue damsels and
eventually have to rescue Bill
the Worm.

Velnor's LaIr ISa text-only
adventure game. It has 200
locahons ,and the Spectrum
versIOn has been very well
received. Both programs are
priced at £6.95.


