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Over the last few months I've found that slowly but surely I'm receiving

less and less contributions, letters, etc. from OUM readers. I know I've

had a bit of a moan about lack-of-contributions a couple of times before but
I think that I've got enough reason to do so, Phe purpose of running OUM is
foremost to give the readers and interesting newsletter (although I've always
tried to make OUM more varying in content than Just news) but also to bring
Oric owners - together, for assistance and general information swapping,

and this can only work well if readers are prepared to make an effort in
contacting othexr users. How ? Just send in any contributions you may have
including hints & tips, POKE's, DOKE's, CALL's, progranms, cheats, etec. Now
if that sounds a bit tricky to come up with (and it could well be for most
pecple without technical knowledge) then just write im to me (at the usual
oM address) telling me what you're up to lately (oric-wise) and your current
interests in the field of computers, plus of course your opinions on how well
OUM is going, and ideas for improvement. Qkay 7 Please help~out because I'm
getting less and less letters each week and before lomg myself and all oM
readers will lose touch with each other, and once that happens there is ma
return, Don'!t forget - the only thing keeping us together is the will to

keep in touch and contribute.

Don't forget, by the way, that any letters to OUM should be including *oUM®
on the envelopes' address, otherwise the lettsrs could remain unopemed for
a day or two !

Here's the usuzl credits for QUM's writers:

Bditor: Robert Coock

RAMbling in the ROM: Jonathan Haworth

Cover design/disk~drive matters: Jonathan Haworth
Dave's Data/Reviews: Dave Dick

Printing: Teresa Cook
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Tc please thosewho have missed themfor the last 9 months, here &re the
software charts - they may remain again for a while, I'1l]l see how they go &

OUM SOFPWARE CHARTS: Compiled by readers

1. Zorgons Revenge I1JK
2. Phe Boss Peaksoft
3s Xenon IIT IJX
4. The Ulira PsSs
5¢ Insect Insanity Tansoft
6. Defence Force Tansoft
7. Don't Press The Letter 'Q' IJK
8. Maze Rally FGC
9. The Hellion Orpheus
if.Karate Gasoline

To help compile the charts, send in a list of your favourite three games and
also note your worst title, please try to consider newer releases as well,




OUM costs 65p with an A5 s.a.e. or £ 1,00 without the s.a.e.
4 five month subscription costs £ 5.00 inc. P&P.

No yearly subscriptions for the moment please §

Back issues are available (no.'s 1=31) for £ 1.00 each.

Oversea's five month subscriptions cost: Rurope = £ 5.90, inc. P&P
WOrld - §, 6065, inc. P&P.

Where P&P is included in the price OUM will be sent by téb.slama postage.
Cash accepted, postal~orders/cheques made payable to: ®* 0,0U,M. R.COOK "

tThe Oric Games Guide'! - an OgH~booklet (containing 27 UK game reviews) that
eosts just £ 1,00 inc. P&P.
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gtill finding new ‘'infinite 1ives'! cheats is not easy, and 'Spooky Mangion?
sertainly had me stumped | Yet, four hours later I had crasked it, and
here is what you need to do Py infinite lives on 'Spooky Mansion®:

(i) start to load the game as normal 3
ii) Wwhen the screen goes blank stop the tape and turn=0ff the computer j
iii) Turn the Oric back on and type:

HIMEM 1¢¢U@:HIRES; CLOAD"*sCLOAD" "sCLOAD" ™

(iv) Ccontinue the tape; the loading=screen will now be drawn as normal 3
(v) when loaded, play the game as normal but lose all 3 1ives once $000
points are earned (when you reach screen £weo) ;
(vi) when you are asked to enteér your name on the high-score table press
the CONTROL & C keys to break into the game j
(vii) Type GOTO 88§ - you now have infinite lives }

If you want to jump 2 particular screen then follow steps 1-4 as above (ox
follow right through to step 7 if you want infinite lives too) theng

(i) Use CPRL-C to break into the game
(ii) Type POKE 1933,required screen=i
(iii)Type GOTO 88f.

so, if you wanted to start on socreen 4 you would type PORE 1§33,3.

we we

Here are some POKE's from Karl James from Birminghams

POKE 618,2 - gives mno cursor

POKE 618,11 = gives no keyclick

POKE 618,1§ - gives no cursor & keyclick

POKE 618,3 ~ gives keyclick & cursor as normal

Here is a tip that makes re-geting the Oric easiers

POKES 2F5 ;4 F4 3¢

From now on (until you turn the Oric off i) just press |} and RETURN to reset.
Help is offered on the following adventuress: Waxworks, wizard of Akyrs,

The Hobbit, Time Machine, Zodiac, The Hobbit, A view Po A Kill, The Haunt,
velnors Lair, Golden Baton, plus many mOIre.
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RAMBLING IN THE ROM - 13

Intro....

Now that the dissection of Oric disc formats is complete, it's a
suitable opportunity to sit back and take stock of events since
the turn of the year. From my own particular position, I see very
little sign of any falling-off of the loyalty of Oric owners to
their favourite computer. Of course, as Robert said din 1last
month's leader, many of us will own or have access to a second
computer, and may well use that to play the latest games or do
serious work. But that doesn't seem to mean that people abandon
their Oric, rather it becomes a real hobby, something done for
pure enjoyment. The sunm of this really is that I don't see any
question of the Oric disappearing; there remains now a core of
users who, as long as there is a means of communication with
others of like mind, will continue to enjoy their hobby. Which
brings me neatly on to....

The P.D. Library

Response to this has been nothing short of spectacular. There was
obviously a real need for a central collection of home-grown Oric
software available at low cost and open to all. It's perhaps an
opportune moment to state the philosophy behind the library. The
idea is that the programs are genuinely available to all, with no
conditions on their use. In other words, you may copy them at
will for others, amend and (hopefully!) improve them, resubmit
improved versions to the 1library, and so forth. Above all, do
please submit programs you have of your own OT which are
anonymous for inclusion in the library.

A word on the anonymous programs. There are a significant number
of these in circulation, and it is quite impractical to try now
to track down the authors. Rather than consign them to history,
the library i1is an opportunity to make them widely available.
Behind this is of course the fact that a program not carrying a
copyright notice on its face is not subject to copyright law.
Hence the rule that if an author recognises his progranm, he can
claim copyright, and then either remove the program from the
library or donate it formally. Any programs in the 1library
carrying the author's name are included with his permission.

I hope the library will prove to be an important link between
Oric owners.

A couple of final points. All programs in the library are Atmos
compatible. I cannot, however, vouch for their use with the Oric-
1, although many should be 0.K. Remember, however, that none are
protected in any way, SO they should be readily convertible. If
you do convert one that you find is not compatible, do send it
in! Definitely Atmos only are Monopoli and Twister. Also, CPD-6,
Editplus, has been withdrawn. It is available only to CEO members
under the terms of Isosoft's permission, as with Nibble and
BDDISK - a title which... (these links are getting too easy)



Disc or disk...??

I've noticed a fairly indiscriminate use of the two spellings of
disc/disk in 0.U.M. as well as the computer press in general.
Which is correct? I went to the 1988 Chambers' Dictionary for
help. It gives 'disc drive' and 'disc file' as computer-related
words. It also gives 'diskette', defined as a computer disc. I
wonder if 'disk' has crept in as a shortened word for 'diskette'?
So, for me it will remain a 'disc', or a 'diskette', and not a
'disk', not least since its written that way on the front of my
disc drives.

A Sedoric bug...!

While copying the PD programs from tape to disc under Sedoric, I
came across a bug which affects the CSAVE command. If you CSAVE
while in Sedoric direct command mode, it takes forever! The
answer is to QUIT, after which all works as normal. It just shows
how little we disc users save to cassette - it's taken me two
years to discover this one.

Club Europe Oric

Again the response has been excellent, with many of you sending
me subscriptions to the Club. French law and bureaucracy is no
different to our own, and the Club still awaits its formal legal
approval, expected by the time this appears in print. As soon as
I receive Journals or bulletins from France, rest assured they'll
be distributed in this country. And don't forget the good quality
software available, from 'Willy' to 'Nibble', the disc sector
editor. Details from me at the usual address.

And finally...

It seems a good idea for me to give a few more details of some of
the programs in the P.D. Library as space permits, so here goes.

STD Codes is a program I wrote myself using Sedoric's ability to
create and read random access files. For that reason it is very
fast. It contains every STD code in use, so that entering the
code will instantly tell you the area the code represents. I find
it very useful when wanting to know where an advertiser who only
gives his phone number lives. It's 38k, so 50p on Sedoric format
disc only.

Supertron - a smashing little utility (2k - 10p!!) which not only
puts the current line numbers on the status line so the screen 1is
not corrupted as usual, but also enables you to run the program
(Basic of course) at any chosen speed from normal to snail-like.
Crusher is a 5k (25p) arcade game, with a very nice sense of
humour. At the price, it beats a number of the old full-price
games.

Just a brief taste, but in future I'1l1l keep you up-to-date with
additions and amendments to the library each month - I suppose
'"Poking in the Library' it will have to be!

Cheers
Jon Haworth



MUSIC ... A 8

Tor the sixth time, welcome., If you are still having problems with just
what the various DATA statements means, or what notes are played with which
numnbers, you should be ready to enter your own creations by the time you
have read this months page.

Last months feature came with the free chart for use when working out the
appropriate DAWA values, and there is another one free this month, but this
time it is filled~in with the DATA statements that will play last months
example bar, Did you find out which song it came from ? It was 'Foolish
Beat' by Debbie Gibson.

The chart you received this month and last month has eight columns to it,
which are: 01 (Octave 1), N1 (Note.1), 02 (Oct. 2), N2 (Note 2), @3 (oct.3),
N3 (Note 3), Bar (which bar it is) and Note (which note it is, from 1 wup

te 16 for a 4/4 tinme signature, it would be 1 to 12 for 3/4).

Although there are colunmns for three sound channels, after the first note
(which actuzlly takes up half of the bar it is so long) only two notes at
the most are played at the same time. Pirst we need to select which notes
will be played by which of our three channels (although Orics actually
have six channels = more about EE&E in a future section). Last month we
gaid that we weuld use channel 1 for the main melocdy, the beginning'p!
then the following notes in that bar on the treble-clef. Channel 2 will
play the lower note in the treble-clef (the 'C', at octave %) and channel
%3 will carry out the bass~line, or 'background! on the bass clef.

Louking at this months chart (go on them !) you can see that there is

a single 3,10 in channel 1 (an A at octave 3) and then for the rest of
that half of the bar it is simply 9, all the way. As you nmay remenber,
9,8 (well, 9 followed by anything you like, but ¢ is sensible) is the
number that tells your Oric to continue playing the previous note instead
of you entering the same values agalin & again. Channel 2 carries out the
¢ in the treble-~-clef, then falls silent for the final part of the bar.

As you may have noticed, the bars contain (grab last months page if you
can't remenber) some notes that were 'tied! with bent lines. In music
playing it makes a small difference to the piece, but not. to the actual
melody (the tune), just that the tied notes are played as one - both
played in a single note (this is difficult to explain) insftead of having
one note end befcre the second is played..You don't even need to bother
yourself with tied notes (unless you know how to enter them) but I just
needed to tell you what they were.

30 finally, the DATA for the 'Foolish Beat'! bar is:

2¢¢ DATA 3’1?“:3:1,1,,1¢a9:¢,9;¢,9s¢:9:¢,9,¢,9;¢,9,¢,9,¢,9;?

21Q DATA 9,¢s9,¢,2,1'%9,%9,?,9,%9,9‘,9,9,1,19,9,9{,9,%9:?

22@ DATA 4,1,9’,53,9,9‘,3,12953,9‘,9951’3,10,9’,?,9,?,3,12;?:?,_9;?

23¢ DATA 3,12,¢,¢,1,1¢,4,1,0,¢,1,12,3,1¢,0,¢,2,1 19:9,031,190

The values required for the program in paxrt 3's lines 30 & 40 are:
w=1¢ : L=16 : Vi=15 : Vv2=15 : V3=12

#nter the lines,RUN the program and off you go 1}

Next month one example piece and we're almost done,




| oo i T~

Things are pretiy quiet this month =~ musit be the hot weather }

# 'Krystal Worlds? is gtill being developed, it definitely wontt be
released next month, but with any ludk wefll see it soon afier.

# Dave Dick is s8till lcoking for interested potential aittendants to an Oriec
meeting on the 23rd of June in Aylesbury. Anyone interested should write to;

Dave Dick, 65 Barnard Crescent, Aylesbury, Bucks., HP21, 9PV,

# QUM has split the organisation into two seperate sections. The first and
most important section is 'Oric Usexr'Monthly! - the magazine itself, and
the second sectiocn is 'Electric Software! ~ the software house half which
was previously called 'QUM Software'. This split won't cause any major
differences to you, the reader;, but it makes it easier at this end. Both
sectione are still run by myself at the usual QUM address,

tRlectric Software? has taken on all five of the software titles that we
have already released, Anyone with any queries about the split should conta-
ct us, .

# I bave launched a campaign to join together and re~unite all the oOric
cwners who lost contact with other users when Rureka and 'Your Oric' (the
magazine) closed down. It is possible that some of these previously active
Oric owners have gsold-up, but I put together an address list of almost
fifty potential new subscribers, who have never heard of QUM, I ,tried out
a couple of these addresses as an axperiment amd the resulis were very
encouraging, the people contact were extremely interested in QUM and had
no idea that anything remained for Oric owners § They had lcsygfontaet in
84 =~ 86 and had little use of their Oric since then.

This cgmpaign promises to brimg-in dozens of new people who could bring in
new programs and hints & tips with them.

Another way to help in this campaign could be done by yourself, an idea
posed by Dave Dick last month., Dave suggested an excellent idea that we all
visit our local library and slip a note giving Orie details (of OUM and

BEGC Mailorder, plus your own address if you want a local QOric contact

inside any Oric books you find there. If you do take part in this then add
tc the note that it was written in 1990, or they may think that anything you
write is probably from years agoe and now useless,

It*1] let you know how this campalgn goes = you never know, you could be
seeing many familiar names from cld in OU¥M ¢

# Anyone interested in . advanced (Oric sound effects and music should send
me a blank tape and an s.a.e. (A5 sized please) and I'1l1 return it contain-
ing programs .that play digitised music on the Qric (both Oric-~t & atmos),
When I say fdigitised', I really mean it - the music soundtracks contain
the instrumemts, drums and vocal (!) singing, in other words, your very own
Oric plays music you'd believe was on a tape '‘recorder, it really does sound
identical to the song itself. Not convinced ? Just try and be amazed,
there is no caost and no hardwase required otherthanthe Oric itself,

# QUM is attempting to find stocks of Oric software that are not being sold,
Itll also consider buying the licence to the games if there is snough
demand. Companies so far targeted include P,S,S., Arcadia, and Durell. Phis
plan, if it is successful, could include obtaining the rights to software
titles that never reached the shelves, such as The Gauntlet and Combat Lynx.

" I'11l keep you informed on any progress made.

As you can see, I'm very busy trying to find more availability fer 2ll
Oric owners = hopefully the efforits will pay=offiil



Late HewBooe

Phere has been a very unfortunate start to 'Electric Software! (QUM's
software branch) = my last remaining working Atmos has just packed=-up and
ait the pile of broksn Atmoses. Therefore until next month we cannot accept
software orders for tape copies, but disk copies are still zvailable from
Dave Dicke

. L2 e s e

I've received a preview copy of HGC Mailorders next price~list. As ever it
sontinues to provide very cheap prices (for almost every title the price is
the cheapest you!ll find anywhere) plus the benefit of added titles and
items, Additions to the new list include demonstration-software, music
software, utilities, adventurers, hardware, bocks (and plenty of them too )

41) that remains to say is, if you wanit Oric scftware or any other items
then HGC has to be your best bet. You can get in touch with HGC ats

iGe (Mailorder), 8 Staley Hall Road, Stalybridge, Cheshire, SK15, 3DT.
Pel: {(@61)=3P3=73%369 : outside office hours for personal attention,
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Por salefwanted

Janted: Atmos manual. Reasonable price offered or swap for w40 educational
gzames for your Orie®,

Jontact: Mr John McXay, 21 Holme Drive, Sudbrooke, Lincolmn, LN2, 2QL,

Janted: Any of the following titles (reasonzble prices please §) - 1815,
rerminator, The Pits, The Jester, The Clone, Dracula (Mr Micro) and
Zrokatile Waltz,

lontacts OUM, 1@ Thomson Ave, Kings Rorton, Btham, B38, 8YD,
[f your ad. hamat eppesred this mem¥h.. then it'1ll be in next months issue.

111 ads. are free of charge.
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3id You Know ?
Pascinating and pretty irrelevant facts....

iXencn III¢ was originally titled "PThe Final Conflict", it was later changec
o *Phe Genesis Prabet.

'Insect Insanity?! was released as the segquel to *'Ratsplatt.
"3irmingham University used to rum a course on QOriec Graphics techniques,

tfrouble In Store! (Drpheus) was originally called !Harridges?! (Tansoft).
qore wonderful facts next issue |

et e e s swme  WeG  ame e ess  GEG S e OO S e e s S vems  mmm  wm M0 oas  omh smo o NS M o GG S SWE  oww e e

jee you next month -~ keep writing.
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