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RAMBLING IN THE ROM - 18

This being scripted in the hols, I thought I'd repeat last year's
literary effort (the final total of Oric books published in the
U.K. was 40), and take a look at the magazines that have been
published: specifically for Oric users. To give. s complete story,
one ought 'to start with the forming of Tangerine back in . late
1979 .+ . Fheir. .principal - product -was .'of - course: the - 'Microtan'
component system (a bit like a hi-fi set-up), and in due course
the Tangerine User Group was set up to support the breed. T.U.G.
produced its first magazine in November 1981, and continued each
month right through to Issue 36 in October 1983. Meanwhile
Tansoft in October 1981 produced Issue 1 of the Tansoft Gazette
under the editorship of Paul Kaufman. It was a bi-monthly, and
ran for seven issues through to October 1982. It was in Issue 6
for August/September 1982 that the first announcement of the
Oric-1 appeared. The first hands-on test review appeared in the
TUG magazine Issue 31, May 1983. The diagram below charts the
lives of these two 'pre-Oric' magazines.
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Now to the dedicated Oric magazines. The chart overleaf gives the
outline details. First off the stocks, not surprisingly, was Oric
Owner. . in. fact the  TansoFft Gazette rTe-inearnated. The first
issue, dated January 1983, was included with each Oric-1 sold.
Bi-monthly issues then appeared regularly from June/July 1983
through to Issue 8 in June/July 1984. The plan then was to go
monthly and onto the newsstands, but by then Oric's financial
difficulties caused the scheme to be aborted. The ninth issue
appeared for October/November 1984, and the tenth and final issue
for December 1984 /January 1985.

Over in France the Oric-1 sold like hot cakes, and the importers,
A.S.N. soon produced their own magazine, Micr'Oric. Issue 1 was
for June 1983, followed by quarterly issues through to Autumn
1984. Although the early issues were virtually a translation of
Oric Owner, the mag rapidly attained its own identity, with some
excellent French contributors, principally Fabrice Broche, co-
author of Sedoric Dos. Issues 7, 8 and 9 appeared in February,
April and June, 1985, and the final Issue 10, issued in late
1985, was dated 'Winter 1986'. By then, of course, Oric had been
bought by Eureka and A.S.N. had lost their distribution rights in
France. To complete the early trio of mags, TUG changed the mags
name to 'Oric Computing' and produced five glossy issues between
November 1983 and June 1984,

The next magazine to apear was perhaps the greatest Oric
magazine. It was French, and called 'Theoric'. The first issue
was published in October 1984, and from the early days it was
available on the newsstands in France. It ran without a break
(except for the French habit of having a month off in August for
the hols) for 37 issues, until December 1987, and provides us
with perhaps the best collection of articles and programs ever
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provided for the Oric wuser. In the end it tried to go
subscription only, but the response was insufficient to justify
continuing publication.
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In England the demise of Oric Owner in December 1984 was swiftly
followed by the establishment of Gary Ramsey's 'Independent Oric
User Group'. The first newsletter appeared in April 1982, and was
followed at intermittent intervals of two to three months right
through: until- April 1989, & tetal of 23.  igeguweg. 1t was .the
mainstay for Oric users in the U.K. for over b years.

In June 1986 a new English magazine was launched by the Thomson
brothers. Called 'Your Oric', it was quite professionally
produced, and ran bi-monthly until June 1987. A final issue was
produced in December 1987.

Which brings us neatly on to 0.U.M. itself. Launched by Robert
Cook in September 1987, it has appeared monthly since then, and
seems destined to continue indefinitely under Dave's enthusiastic
hand. As can be seen from the chart above, we in the U.K. have
never actually been without an English Oric magazine since that
first issue of Oric Owner. And the French? They lost out during
1988 so far as the printed word goes, although Club Oric
International (later Club DiscOric and now Club Europe Oric) was
producing its excellent quarterly disc/tape magazine. The printed
word returned with the CDO bulletin in February 1989. This ran to
8 issues ending din January 1990. Thereafter, of course, the
JEOMAG was launched, the third issue being published in June
1990. It is the only printed magazine ever published in both
English and French simultaneously.

So there we are. No less than 140 issues of Oric magazines since
January 1983...... unless you know better, of course! As usual, I
would welcome information on any publications I've missed. Until
next month, when by now you will have realised there is something
special to celebrate,
Cheers
Jon Haworth
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NOT PAGE THREE

Disassembly of Page Two (continued)

22E-22F
230

231-232
233-237
238

23B-23D
23E-240
241-243
244 -246
247-249
244

24B-24¢C

24p
24E
24F
250

251

252
253

254-255
256

257
258
259

P

Unused

RTI. - usual .return for IRQ

Unused

Workspace for IRQ intercept jump address
Unused

Unused

JMP #F77C Print character on screen
Unused

JMP #EB78 Get key from keyboard
Unused

JMP #F5C1 Send byte to printer
Unused

JMP #F865 Print to status line
Unused

JMP #EE22 1IRQ routine

Unused

JMP #F8B2 NMI routine

Unused

RTI - usual return for IRQ

Unused

Workspace for IRQ intercept jump address
Unused

Tape speed, 0 - fast, 1 - slow

Unused

Initial keyboard repeat (slow) norm. #20
Unused

Successive k/board repeat (fast), norm #0U4
Unused

Unused

Screen print workspace, save cursor
authorisation

Unused

0, 1 when IF is met, as ELSE pending flag

Unused

No. of first valid screen column (0O or 2)

Unused

Unused
Width of printer line
Unused
Width of screen line
Unused

Position of printer cursor in line
Unused

Position of screen cursor in line
Unused

(to be continued)




PHGE

ok s et e
Forie s s Sanes

e
)

#

SOFTWARE DEMOMETERTED

ARE
S i e Bl ot e
Lazt month we had an  iebroduction bto  the software  that FETER BERAGEH
demorstrated 2t the COric Meet’, How for more informabion oo the Profrang.
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TOOLKEITAUTILITIES
These 2 ubtillities are Probably the most useful 1'we welbten & 3
ald, Designed originally for the Tanferine Microtan: they have b
thg Dic,BRPPle 2 & BBC machings 4z well, Fdeantises - wery fast
g, malinly single key controls, Best of a1l they don’t khave th
bakit Present in cerbtain commercial softuware of deciding which Parts of  the
comPuber, sou are allowsd o access, Great for checking  out  Eeseh  Button
ol erat Loy,
a0 Dodebat

e Wespd s imble o S8t gny address o1t will S0 Lhers  instantls
andd it Will pead % owrite  anvubere dccessable, Ideal for entering  large
amonnts of code accurately & quickly.

b CoddeSoan
e GiVSES AT "SePial view" of the whole  comPuter  memnord s mostly

in FASCIT edgivalents, It can be get to "Hiliskt' eeddired codes.for axample.
e BTS code 60, Whick will then show uP svery  roubine 10 m@mord.or S8k
phiel will show uP a1l véacant sPace, It will scen 2lowly or quickly  throwdh
mEmoEy A cdan be suibebed instantly bo o any Page ln melord, It will  sdarch
auk and lhsbruction cods andubere in the Oric’s memory in abou
Flat & includes an B byte Peadout line. 1L o4
Codeset ubilitd i: betber for this, One wersiov
Eedibor.
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omorke well as an Oric  dizk
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WordP roCessor
e f l@0se berm for what iz 3150 Used as a4 Data-base,
the mencly like 32 roll of PabPer. can Produce % edit mulLibPle  column
Choiee of formatted Prints or list form Prints,usin® Tands/Oric Printer
Epeon DomPatable Dot matrix. Files can be Pagsed o & from the BBL L
Frebinedes versions., Mich imProved wveralon on 1075 wad,
Frofessional 041 Process Simulator
o e A e O 4 i B 0

For &4 years [ worked with those resPonsibls for PhoboBrabhyg Fop of Ficial.
ahate B rodal occasions, SPesd & ohigh quality were Paramount  whan cleeg 1 ind
Witk "Humber 18" oF the Palace. Angorns in the defartment standing idle  Wag
likely o be scorched, scaked & covered in footPrints. Progess conbtrol  was
A imPortant part of the Jok. The manafement boudht E£2488 worth of  softuare
For our  compuber  to kandle Process:  conbrol  foro ws.but o Lo no Avail.
Epthiusiasm For comPuters sdnk to an all time low, B Quarter of  fhe falled
softuare imolved ezssential  time consuming  besting  on the 041 colour
pesative Process, [ then weobe 4 wery succéssful reblacement for Lhiz  Laind
e Dric. B bwo Bowe Procedire could be zimglated in ssconds with 4 Few ke
wz, Mot only did it work.but we also found for the flrat Lime  aver
b sustenm could be Fine buned fo our colour Printer’s reduiremsnts,
Trberesting Part i2 that it was weitten on both  the EBEBC "B" % i and
w1 Pun on bobh without any mods. Thoush nob looking imPressive & A 1 T
i s o8 resl boon and eliminated 4
tediogs bask. B Sood illustration of what ke OFic can oo,
BREC to ORIC Boreen COMwarler
et e i e e v e S 35 A0 @xPeriment % converts the EBU S
Moce 4 disPlay bo Orie MIBES Displas. BBC Mode 4 i3 used for the AN
Mouze" sofbuars and "EVLY OpLical Eam Cameria,
OFioingl ides was Lo Oric & BBC  and use them Lo Produce  an Optical
Character Peoader sdstetn, housyer the fact that the Archimedss dizgPlay has 4
2imilar laseut to Oric's  and  can  edn 4 scanner has  palsed S0me  more
ipteresting Possibilitiesz, DizPlay screens were Passed from BREC . to ORI
peivd the BEREVIA Prodech (PLBE3 of "Oric PFdyanced User Guide”) linked to

i

o

the BBC "User Port". It iz 4lgo worth noting that the Oric can use e BED
Mense ar Trackerkhall if bthe 8522VIA Prodect iz wired wp az  Per  the BEC
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FIRET OF ALL TYFE IM THE FOLLOWIMG 2 LIMEZ OF FROGEAM, QU MAY IF YO
WI%ZH EAYE IT TO TRAPE AFTER. SO AS TO SAVE TYPIHG IT -IM EACH TIME. PMHEE
SURE TO WINMD PRST THE "#" PROGEAM FIEZT. THIZ FREOGEARNM MUST BE  USED
FOR ERCH PRET OF A PROGEAM. IT WORKE OW DISC DRIVE OH ORICDOS.BUT 1
COULDe MOT GET 17T 7O RUM OM BEDORIC, HEFE TREY ALTERING  THE MERORY

LOCATION PERHAFS TO #9000,

18 A=#400 REPEAT BEADC  FOKEM, C: A=A+ UNTILC=#EE
28 DETAEAZ, #R3, 408, #20. #AD, #92, 862, #40, #22, #EE
28 DOFETS1, #408

MW TYFE CEUMS FRMND PREZE REETURH. HOW TYFE CCLOMAD™™Y AMD PRESE RETUER.
ZTHET THE THAFE AMD LOAD IH YOUE SOFTURRE TO COPY,

HHEM LOADED . IF B BRSIC PROGEARM: JUST TYFE CCERVEYFIlsnams” ZIRIN
BECDRED

IF A MARCHIME CODE FROGEAM, TYPE: PRIMTDEEEC#ZRZ: TO HESCEETHIM ZETAET
FDDRESS AMD: FPRINT DEEE CHZRE>2 TO RASCERTRIM EHD RBDDEEDE.

SEVE MITH  CSRAVE"filename” Axzgxz, Exxxy, BUTO yhere =xx< HARE THE
STARET HAnD EMD FADDEEZSES.

ALTEEMBTELY TR EUWM THE FROGERM FEDOM HERE TRY @ CRALLDEEK(#ZRAZZ or
DORESSL . HEEZZE

S 12 i s s S i <55 St M T SeReS e Sk S St S i ot S i b S i S St b i s A

VERY VERY LATE HEMS
FE 1 TYPE THIS,THE LAST PAGE:; 1T I3 THE MORNING AFTER THE HIGHT
BEFORE., : o 2 e
OW BAT, 18% SEPT, 1 WEWT TO BEE ‘FLEETHDDD MAC’ AHD ‘HALL & OATES’ AT
MEMBLEY . BUT STOPFED OFF FIEST AT THE “ALL FORMATS COMPUTER FAIE® IH
LOHEON,
THERE COULD BE AM RETICLE S00M IN 'HEMW COMFPUTER EXMPEESEZ® OM THE ORIC
IF THE ERITORE EEMEMBERS., ALS0 THE EIGHTS TO ‘TYRAMT® HMAY BE PMRDE
AYAILABLE, KEEF EEADIMG AMD DOW'T FREGET ‘TETRIX® FROM GERFMANY IS HOW
FULLY COMPLETE RMD SHOULD BE BVAILABLE OH DISC AND CASSETTE ANY DAY.
AMD ALS0 CROBINSOM CRUSOE’ A GERFHICS ADVENWTURE FROM THE C.E.O I HOMW
TEAMSLATED IHTD EMGLISH AMD WILL BE AYAILABLE FOR ALL. CONTRCT EOBERT
DO, JOH HAMORTH OF MYSELF FOR MORE DETARILS.
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= THE BACK FAGE

ELUBE DRIT HORD

Tl mnﬁ Below i3 an article by ARWMT ERIK ITSRESEM from Morad,

mligh of HERMT'S was Soocd, but [ hawve bicdied of  the Seammsgr a4 11% tl
Fobe that doup elub keaPs foing, "LYEE TILY & ower Lo #ou AEMT,
ceomething  about ORI in Horwaw,The ORIC  1016K2ABE  wers lon e
it Horway by AD Elektbonik in 138374, The 48k cost about  E288 % 16k
PR o huru&y g, the rest of Scandinavia are reknowned for beind  somse  Of
y i ””?%n ive counbrliss in the wmrlJ;;uffhawe Was nobt exactly oheap elther
ieg " MAF LHHDth'wflr; MOOMSTRAR ~£15. % "Henon 17-£12
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TORIC EIREM CCORIC DOMHEE in Eﬂ@li*M?ﬂTh% Tas

mied 190 8 kad 28 Pages, Thers wad
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2 Toeal ORIC oloks  in Morgay, Be o the
ad ol 1””% ESPEM FREMEE decidaed Lo ﬁtaﬂt a  oluk owith oz matazive.The olub’s
Fitratr pame wWwis az simPle as “ORIC EIREM® & Lthey relsazed theilr first 1“"u& in
Javtary 1986, By dzsue 4ORAPHL1 1986 the Club hﬂd chandeod it s nams Lo OLE.T.R
PHORSERS imPorbed the CHTHMOS into Morgeay in 128455, Then 1Y becams horée de?:fﬂL'
o met softuare abo.kherse in Morpad
Sefhgare was also releszed in MHorwas,i.e CORIC EMGELSE by “AD  Elschtronil’~in
Fart the best sducation I have séen For the DRICLIL i & ProgSeam  desifned Lo
Figs ? Pecble with English arammer,  MOOH BUGEYS by "COMPUTER WORLD  HORGE  in 1290
ja anobher,® 1t wag on the "Don.Pack”.
By mzd 1989, 1 bedan bo think about forming "ELUBE ORIDC MORDEM 4z a  <lub  for
Camandinavian NRIC owners, ] belabhonsd some Morgedian DRIC owners & found  much
inkerest B omand said thew woulo Join' K O00H, Bur many  of  those who sald they
penlel deiteddicd wok in fact do o, Therefore [ was left with 4 oluk with only 4
Festgd members, I also conbached ORIC ownsrs bd letbter.but the olub has  Loo  fau
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The matazrine is relessed on a bBi-monbthly baziz & the first issus came oub  in
e Dec 1983, The issues consizst of news.reviews,tirs & articlesz =such  as THE
TELESTRAET The firet Five issues had 8~189 pages & membership costs £2 Per dsar.
Thie last izsue will be number S,uhickh will be 2 werd big issue.l  am  not Sure

wist whether 1 will conbinge “EJOLH after the zixth issue.bot I hobke 1T will. I
hawve recently bEwu o 3 small raid by sending letters & hobin® more Peckle  from
Teancdlinavia Join the Slubl. I oddo 2111 have a m1~h to conhinde e olukbsbul it is
mainily oelPendant mu thu pesPonse bo bhe CLETTER RERID,

The reazon for startiog the "F.O00H Was th&t T wanbed to make  somsbhing  only
Fer Sesadinavians. By starting “0.H SOFTHARRE' I wanted to  Place Soandinavia  om
the AP OF ORICS (Mell now dou have r%am A, 11**1% it about Morwawss  ORID EfﬁFﬂs

CLue ORIC SCAMDIMAYIA & ORIC HORDEM SOFTWARE. % 1 hofe wou found 1%
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THE MEXT IZSUE MWILL MAEKE “0.U.1° THE LOMGEST EUMMIMG ORIC MAGRZIME IW THE WORLD,
T0 CELEBRATE THIS wou  WILL RECIEVE FREE EXTEAR EHEETE;QUHTHiﬂiH& LISTIMGE,
FRTICLES AMD MY IMTERVIEM FOR CELUBE ORIC MOEDEM® THAT THEY DARE HOT FRIMT! !
FLL BRETICLES FOR THIS SPECIAL ISSUE TO ME BY SEPTEMBER Z8th....FLERAZE.
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MAMY THAMKE TO ALL WHD CQHTEIEUTEQ TD THIS SELE.
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TTETEIES FROM FEAMCE FHD ’TET” i’ mem &EEHHHT WILL S00M BE AYAILABLE OH
CAZEETTE. FAREN'T ME BEIMG % ”ILT"'
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e TH MY DAUGHTER’ S BEDRODM WERE OHE PRIF OF GEMTLEMEM' S BOMER SHORTS (MITH
B OLABEL STATIMG “MADE IH THAILAMD 2.,
SOMETELR YIMCEHMT TRLVAS, DO YOU WEMT THEM BACK RS THEY DO NOT FIT LOUISETT




