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The Telestrat with the Minitel System.

64
Oric.

i

Qv.reka Informatique the new
buyers of Oric have launched
a new 64K Computer called
the Telestrat.

Last year when Oric went

(; ‘nkrupt they were going to
“Taunch a new model onto the
market called the Stratos.
But duc to bankruptcy the
launch of the Stratos was
,~vounded to a halt,

W After many long weeks in
receivership a buyer for
Oric was found and the buy-
ers are [Furcka Informatique.
At the time the public was
only told that Oric's futu-
re plans for the Stratos
was sold to them as well as
substantial stocks of comp-
onents,half built and comp-
leted Atmoses.So the futurc
of the Stratos looked gloo-
my and no onc knew if Purecka
would continue the launch
of the Stratos,

Fureka have kept the ex-
ternal design of the Strat-
os design but internally
a lot of things have happ-
ened.For one the name has
been changed to Telestrat,
a brand new compiled Basic
has been written for the
machine;look on page 3 for
full list.

The Telestrat can be
plugeed directly into a
Minitel - the French comm-
unications system consist-
ing of a rubber type key-
board,a monochrome V.D.U &
with a modem incorporated.
The idea is to allow the
user of the Minitel system
to consult databases and
store the information onto
a 3" Disc Drive which is
double sided & double den-
sity.The 3" drive and com-
puter arc sold together as
an cnsemble,

The owner can also
create his/hers very own
database consultancy -serv-
ice with a telematique car-
tridge,this contains the
videotext pages and the ab
oresccnce (the organigra-
mme that treats how the
pages are turned.) is very
easy,

All Oric-1 & Atmos read-
ers of Your Oric need not
feel left out because Oric
I and Atmos cartridges are
already being made available
allowing you to load all the
softwarc you might have,

Eureka are currently
studying a Prestel cartridge
which would enable them to
sell this great computer in
England.This would then let
any user owning a modem to
create their own database
or even to consult Minitel,
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DRIVE - SINGLE SIDED: i

First impression: The outside appearance is the same as the old drive,It still appears as the
standard 3" red and black drive.In reality the interior has changed,it is possible to use a
cassette recorder with the disc drive connected to the ORIC,this wasn't possible before.(some—
times it was necessary to connect a small resistance between two pins on the interface.) The \
drive is not yet double sided,as is the TELESTRAT version,it has one drive head.Modifications I
are also apparent,the supply is new;it doesn't hecat up! The component previously responsable
for overheating has been placed outside the plastic case on a large cooling radiator.One does
not have the suprise of finding melted supply due to leaving the power on all night! The unit
can also supply two drives,this reduces the number of wires and plugs,

The software has been totally rewritten.The storage capacity has been increased.With ORIC-
DOS the capacity per side consisted of 40 tracks each containing 16 sectors of 256 bytes,This
therefore represented 160K formatted per side.With SEDORIC (the name given to the new DOS)
the default values are 42 tracks of 17 sectors,making 178,5K per side.These parameters can

v totally adjustable during formatting of the disc,the number can vary between 21 and 99,
The number of sectors on each track can similarily vary between 16 and 19,The default values
during formatting of a disc are not pointless,they effectively correspond to an increase in
capacity without loss of reliability.If the number of sectors per track is fixed at 19 then
a very large capacity is available,but this is with a corresponding loss of reliabilty.On the
other hand,the selected default values correspond equally to those which give the fasted speed y
of recading and writing,and the transfer speed of the system is truley exceptional,Consider
this — the Oric Atmos demo which occupies 149 sectors on the disc (namely a little more than
37K) is always loaded in less than 4 seconds.This corresponds to a transfer speed in the
order of 10K/sec.An enthusiast with an 80 track 51 drive can format discs with SEDORIC in 80
(or more) tracks of 16 (or more) sectors.While the number of tracks is limited to 99 SEDORIC
does not allow formatting of an 80 track double sided :drive this is handled as a "double-—
single" sided drive.

Enough has been said about formatting and speed,let us say a little about the rest,SEDORIC
has a number of very well known powerful and pratical functions,Named at random : RENUM - per-
mits the renumbering of a BASIC program,MERGE — fuses to BASIC programs,SEEK - searches for a
string of characters in a program,CIANGE — replaces all strings found by others,and an atto-
matic renumbering function — NUM,These constitute what the manual calls programming aids.

An extended BASIC is also present on the SEDORIC disc.This allows correct management of the
keyboard.One can easily go from a QWERTY to a AZERTY keyboard at leisure,the user can define
function keys and save,load,or modify these,a management of errors is provided.(A number of
other functions are available,the pleasure of finding these is best left to the new owner!)
CRFATEW and WINDOW allow the creation,with a full screen editor,of a fixed window on the
screen and its subsequent use.The management of files is not forgotten in the D0S,there are ]
of course sequential and direct access with all the necessary functions for their use,but 3
also other commands which allow enthudiasts to go "hacking" directly into sectors of the disc.
The HIRES screen (or parts of it) can also be directly saved,allowing linking together of
images,which in combination with the great speed of the drive,allows the creation of graphic
animation without much effort, U
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It is notable that the DOS contains numerous reserved variables which allow one to query
the state of ones system at a given moment,For example,one can discover the values held by
the processor registers,the position of the cursor in HIRES,or ask a complete file to be
found.An appendix to the manual outlines these variables.Another (appendix) gives entry
points of several DOS routines and the addresses of system variables.This is certainly a
great utility for the programmer and assembler.

The SEDORIC disc contains a number of other utilities.In particular there are 2 files
called ROMORIC1 and ROMATMNS which allow loading at will of the Oric—1 and Atmos ROM resp- 1
ectively,thus running all ORIC SOFTWARE,The same SEDORIC is able to convert Oric D0S V1.1
(XL DOS) and TDOS files thanks to a welcome utility called CONVERT,Statistics can also be G
executed on the instructions of a BASIC program (good programs can be distinguished from E
bad by the number of GOTO's).GAMEINT allows creation of a game disc with a very reduced =
D0S. (3 instructions are retained,direct access,LOAD and DIR), ke
EXEMPLARY SPEED: 4 P

Undoubtedly this drive,and above all this operating system,is a success by its exemplary 3
speed (my MAC is jealousls this system certainly constitutes the most useful peripheral for =
your Oric micro.Furthermore the price is attractive,since the disc drive,system SEDORIC, Ce
together with a very complementary manual of 110 pages (in good French,soon to be translated






