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OPELCO's new 3" Twin
Disc Drive System for
the Oric Atmos.

For some time now there
has been rumours that OPEL
LTD have been developing a
disc drive system for the
Oric.Up until now no firm
details concerning the disc
system has been given.

In August of this year
OPEL LTD have set up a new
company to deal specifically
in selling Oric software &
hardware as OPEL LTD has
moved into selling business
software for the IBM type
computers.This new company
is called OPELCO who will
be dealing with this new
disc drive system.

The OPELCO disc system
uses the standard 3" discs
and is housed in a robust
textured steel cabinet (310
mm* 254mm*67mm) which is
capable to support either a
TV or monitor.The mains
input is fitted with an
illuminated switch and fuse
mounted at rear.The drive
interface is Shugart compa-
tible.A single board PCB is
internally mounted containing
the system ROM.This features

a reset switch and ports to
the computer (including
power supply),disc drives
and expansion.

There is an option of
either going for the stand-
ard 3" drive or the twin
drive system.The standard
3" drive has - one 3" dia
40 track single sided flipp-
able.Formatted capacity is
160K per side using ROMDOS
and 180K per side using
RANDOS.The twin drive has
two 3" dia 40 track single
sided flippable.

Bundled with the system
is two alternative operating
systems,which is fully
compatible with the original
Oric Microdisc.Up to four
disc drives can be supported
which may be 3",3.5" or ‘
5.25" dia single or double
sided,40 or 80 track.The
system operates in double
density mode and a utility

is provided which will allow

transfer of files from
ROMDOS to RANDOS but not
vice-versa,0PELCO say that
this can only be done with

a cassette system.

The ROMDOS is a simple
to use serial file system
as used on the Oric Micro—
disc,and RANDOS an advanced
disc system incorporating
most of the features of
ROMDOS with the addition
of random file access.
Comprehensive instruction
manuals are provided for
both ROMDOS and RANDOS.

The prices for the
OPELCO system is as follows
- The OPELCO disc drive
system with' one 3" drive
costs £184,00,and the twin
system costs £235.75.The
delivery charge of either
system is £10 and a full
six months guarantee is
given, '

The picture shown of the
OPELCO disc system displays
the OPELCO label on top of
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the system,but OPELCO say that this will be changed with the label situated at the front
and will be attractively matched to the computer colours.

ROMDOS Commands are :-

'Format, ! Backup, !Copy, ! Drv, !Sys, !Dir, ! Printer on/off,!Help,!Old,!Type,!Slant,!Square,!Bold,
!Std,!Design,!Tele,!Save,!Load,!Del,!Ren,!Prot,!Store,!Recall,!Open,!Close,!Put,!Get.

RANDOS Commands are:-

!Format,!Backup,!Copy,!Drv,!Dir,!Change,!Make,!Build,!Help,!01d,!Type,!Trans,!Save,!Load,_
!Save,!Del,!Ren,!Prot,!Store,!Hecall,!Open,!Close,!Put,!Get,!Set,!Create,!Extend,!Files.

. OPELCO has formed a members club where £12 entitles the member to reduced software rates.
For more information about this,OPELCO can be contacted at this address :- OPELCO,
Imperial Court,Virginia Water,Surrey,GU25 4DH.

NEW RELEASES FROM F.G.C

Financial & General Computing have more New releases planned for the Oric-1 & Atmos.They
are GOLDMINE - Collect the gold nuggets from the mine without being crushed by the rocks or
getting trapped.A fine stratagy/arcade game with 20 different screens.The most difficult
will keep you thinking for hours.Available now for the Oric-1 & Atmos at £6.95.

FLY FOR YOUR LIFE - Horror.The wheels of your Orica 11 biplane have fallen off.Your only
hope is to keep flying through farm buildings, over telegraph poles and making sure you
avoid the troublesome birds.Avoid or shoot the kamikazi helicopters to reach the high score
table.Available now for the Oric-1 & Atmos at £6.95.

MAZE RALLY - Drive your car in the maze with rising speed,35 levels of play and up to
9 alien cars.Excellent sound and graphics as expected from a 43K RAM program.Available from
18 Nov for the Oric-1 & Atmos at £6.95.

MCP-40 LORES SCREEN DUMP — Dumps LORES screen in four colours and a choice of sizes,

Fast machine code production for the Atmos only at £6.95.

FUNCTION PLOTTER - Plots mathematical functions,calculates solutions and integrals.
Available now for the Atmos only at £6.95. '

TAPE BACKUP - Make a backup for your valuable tapes.Fasy for most programmes.Available
now for the Atmos only at £7.95.

WORDWORTH -~ At last an improved word processor for the Epsom compatible and MCP printers.
Extensive facilities including wordwrap,margin/tab settings,search and replace,para transfer,
multi-column text and heading centering.Right justification can be set/cancelled at any
point in text and markers can be set enabling only specific sections of text to be justified
or printed.The printing format is also automatic,including page numbering.Available from 18
Nov for the Atmos only at £12.00.

Financial & General Computing also hope to have Insect Insanity and Electrosound 64
music synthesizer soon.All the software mentioned above can be obtained from F.G.C at
20 Meadowcroft,Euxton,Chorley,Lancs PR7 6BU.

ORICOMMS UPDATE:

Oricomms, the communications program written by Mr.Trevor F.Shaw and Mr.John H.P.Rushton
is now available.Oricomms will be sold under the 'F.G.C Distribution' label for £17.95.
The price may be reduced if the program is purchased with the Oric Modem Package.

Any wishing to purchase Oricomms should contact Financial & General Computing at
20 Meadowcroft,Euxton,Chorley,Lancs,PR7 6BU,Tel: (02572) 70088.

Mr.Trevor F.Shaw is still taking care of the technical enquires for the time being.
He can be contacted at 43 Matlock Avenue,Dawley,Shropshire TF4 2EL.



FRENCH SOFTWARE UPDATE

W.E.Software, the U.K.Agents for Eureka Informatique and Oric Products International, have
imported more French software.The number of French programs that W.E.Software have imported
stands at around 30+, Your Oric has compiled a list below of the French programs known to us
of what W.E.Software have in stock.

Carn 3 (arcade) £6.95 Casse-Briques (arcade) £6.95
Chenille Infernale (arcade) £6.95 Dangereusement Votre (arcade) £17.25
Dico 5 (arcade) £6.95 Eureope (educat) £6.95
Gastronom (arcade) £6.95 Geofrance (educat) £6.95
Gencar (utility) £6.95 g Gestion de stocks (simulat) £6.95
Godilloric (arcade) £6.95 Intertron (arcade) £6.95
Le Protector (arcade) £6.95 Orible (arcade) £6.95
Puissance (reflex) £6.95 : Businessman (simulat) £15.95
Le Rendez Vour Terreur (ad) £10.95 Mission Delta (simulat) £10,95
Terminus (adve) £13.95 La Cite Maudite (adve) £15.95
Saga (simulat) £16.95 Masterpaint (utility) £27.95
Macadam Bumper (arcade) £17.95 Hades (utility) £27.95
Compilateur Graphique £27.95 Doggy (arcade) £13.95
Super Jeep (arcade) . £13.95 Flipper (arcade) £14.95
Frelon (arcade) £14.95 L'Angle D'or (adve) £19.50
3D Fongus (simulat) £14.95

To check for availability and more details the address of W.E.Software is: Foley Bank,
Worcester Road,Great Malvern,Worcestershire WR14  4QW.

TANDY CGP-115 4-COLOUR PRINTER/PLOTTER:

I wondor if any other Oric owners are aware of Tandy's CGP-115 Printer/Plotter.They have
been going for about 6 months at the sale priee of just under £50 in my local Tandy store
in Basildon,which is quite a bit cheaper than the Oric M.C.P 40 printer at £84.The CGP-115
has a Centronics interface,and can be attached to the Oric with cables available from the
store.(I used a cable for the Dragon computer!)

The printer functions and control characters appear to be exactly the same as on the M.C.P
40,s0 that all the example programs in the Atmos manual will run exactly as described.Listings
of programs are obtainable in either 40 or 80 colums,this being achievable either through
control characters to the printer or by a switch.The letters are so beautifully formed that
the printing is still very readable in 80 colums.In this mode,lower case lettering is only
0.8 mm high,but it would stand enlargement by photocopier,or could be cut and pasted into a
book for safekeeping.

Even the pen colours are the same as on the M.C.P 40,although I am not sure whether spares
are interchangeable between the two machines,spares are available from Tandy in any case,
although these are pricey at £7.48 for 3 rolls of paper and £2.30 for 3 pens.

Your Oric would like to thank Mr Colin Cook for providing this information.

THE CALCULATOR:

I.C.V. have introduced a "numeric-joystick" block called 'The Calculator'.It rearranges the
essential keys such as the numbers,the full stop,DEL,ENTER,and especially FUNCT (very useful
for the Oric-1 and the SedOric disc which makes much use of the key).Moreover the Calculator
has an Atari joystick port which functions on the arrows and space-bar,and is therefore
compatible with numerous games.

To connect it is no problem.The extension and printer ports remain free.A screwdriver and
a plug to insert,and that's it for most machines.For others a connector will be supplied with
The Calculator,which you must attach to the machine with a few spots of solder.For those who
are not too handy with a soldering iron,the dealer can make the connections for you.And of
course The Calculator is compatible with all Orics,including the Telestrat.
The Calculator costs 590 French francs.

We would like to thank Mr Niesen Patrick of C.C.0 for providing Your Oric with this informatior
and "Archimedes" for translating this information.



FRENCH LEAVE BY ARCHIMEDES

Welcome to Your Oric's newest feature - dedicated to that band of English explorers who
have discovered the gems awaiting the Oric owner across the channel, and hopefully bringing
enlightment to the uninitiated......

It's a sobering thought that Oric sold three times as many computers in France as in
England prior to the collapse of the English company, and in 1984 sold France's most popular
micro.You don't have to look far to see the results - some outstanding software, a magazine
on the news-stands devoted to the Oric, and of course an active computer company called
Oric International......

There is one quantum leap necessary if you are to indulge in French Software (well, two
in fact!).Firstly, they are in French...(who is this guy, I hear you say).Secondly, they are
expensive.The French seem willing to pay for their pleasures, and by that I mean a price
for one cassette ranging from £10 to £25!! However, once you have gulped twice and forked
out the cash, the quality of the software is remarkably good - who in England has a motor
racing programme.. or a pinball machine you can redesign yourself... or a 3D graphics
adventure game.. even Logo or a Basic compiler...???

0f course all is not rosy.In the last twelve months while Oric have wrestledto get the
Telestrat out, the steam has gone out of the market... The software houses are hesitant to
invest in new products... a familiar story? But the other side of the coin, especially new-
comers to French software, is the catalogue of at least some 150 titles, and a greater
readiness to consider supplying software to the U.K. (thankyou Innelec No Man's Land, and
over to you, W.E.Software!)

Enough chatter for now, and on with the show,'French Leave' hopes to point the way in thing:
French, to keep an eye on events in France, to review the better software, to explain how
it works (including potted translations where necessary), in fact to be your guide to things
French.

First things first.....

French Software Houses

As in England, certain companies have led the field in France.The main names to get used to
are: ERE Informatique, Loriciels (French for 'software' being 'logiciels'), Cobra Soft,
Inforgrammes and Innelec (i.e. No Man's Land). And a cassette in French is 'K7'. ~

New Software in France

'Karate' (Gasoline Software, a sister company of ERE Informatique) (£10)

The title says it all - good graphics, simple controls; fight against the computer or another
player. :

'A.T.M.' (Cobra Soft) (£13)

Combat in the air (Air!), on the land (Terre) and sea (Mer) - geddit!? Command a supersonic
plane through the enemy ballons, a tank through rocky terrain bombarded by enemy planes, and
a submarine through waters thick with mines and enemy boats.l100% machine code, 9 levels.

See what I mean about French software!

'"Musirama' (Bleu Ciel Informatique) (£14)

A full-feature music tutor with graphics and sound, covering both conventional music theory
and it's transfer to the Oric via the frequency, period, modulation and envelope commands.

Subscription Saftware

Eh? The latest idea from Cobra Soft, one of the leading French Software Houses, is to invite
subscriptions for a new programme by a certain date.If enough forthcoming (with a cheque)
then your cheque is cashed and you get a nembered copy of the software.If not, you get your
cheque back.

First in line is "Meutres sur L'Atlantique" (Murder on the Atlantic), a program already
available for the C64 and Amstrad.I gather the theme is detective work on an ocean liner
circa 1938, with the key to victory in WW1l within your grasp.... more when (and if) the
programme arrives,

Au Secours!

Not just an Adventure Helpline, but one for allcomers! Do you have a problem with your French
software...? Write in, and we'll ask help from others if we can't be of help ourselves.



Telestrat .

On sale in France since early September 86, Eureka Informatique (owners of Oric) have conducted
a determined 'Order by Post' campaign.Three 'systems' are on offer :

Telestrat with disc -drive £399
+ monochrome monitor £475
+ colour monitor £595

and if you part exchange your Oric-1 or Atmos, a reduction of £69.00.Accessories already
available include a mouse (£49), a ROM cartridge to simulate Atmos basic, one to simulate
Oric-1 basic, and three games discs.

Promised by the end of the year 86, an 80 column screen cartridge, ORIC-NET multi-user system,
an automatic modem, a teletext digitaliser to link to a video camera, and a real-time clock
cartridge - Wow!

The Atmos is still on sale in France at £99....Telestrat basic has been called the best on
the market by an independant French review........an Atmos light pen from one dealer for £43..
Hot news, Oric International is going public on the French Stock Exchange - analysis of
financial results shows that the Telestrat has got of to an excellent start...

Finally, on your weekend trip to Paris, look for:
Vismo Informatique, 84, boulevard Beaumarchais (metro Bastille) Oric Specialists.
Coconut, 13, bouevard Volitaire (metro Oberkampf ) software specialists, English speaking.

Next time - a grand Prix game, mail order France, latest news....

MAILORIC

W.E.Software offer the widest range of Oric Software they also stock a range of French Software
at very reasonable prices.W.E also stock a range of Hardware items like the Eureka/Oric 3" Disc
Drive,Eureka/Oric Cosmos Printer,0Oric Modem,Joysticks and upgrades,for full details of what W.E
have to offer they can be contacted at the following address : W.E,Software,Foley Bank,Worceste
Road,Great Malvern,Worcestershire WR14 4QW. Telephone Malvern (06845) 69059.
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Hello readers,and welcome to the Christmas Issue.Theres plenty of News to read about in this
Issue,isn't it exciting about the new OPEL Disc Drive,and what about F.G.C who have just
released another six titles for the Oric,are best wishes go to F.G.C and we wish them every
success with any future developments.W.E.Software have also been busy,they have just

recently imported a further sixteen French titles and I have been told they are very good,we
hope to have more imformation from W.E.Software on the new Disc titles which was promised for
this Issue,in the next Issue and hopefully more information on the Mouse and RS232 Interface.

Your Oric is proud to present it's latest section which is called 'French Leave' which makes
its first appearence this Issue.Your Oric will not only be able to bring you all the latest news
from England,but will bring you all the latest news from France,with the help of Archimedes
who is Your Oric's french correspondent.French Leave will be a regular feature of Your Oric
from this Issue onwards.I would like to take this opportunity in welcoming Archimedes to the
News team,

Issue 4 also sees the exclusive interview with the authors of Damsel In Distress,Mr Marcel Van
Driel and Mr Herman Zwaag.In forth coming Issues Your Oric will be able to bring you the inside
story of what turned out to he one of the best arcade games ever produced on the Oric.

I would like to make a plea to all readers of Your Oric,we do need supporting,if you have any
Tips,Programs,Hi Scores,Problems and useful Hints etc..which could be featured in the many
sections through out Your Oric then we want to hear from you,we do need your support.If you
have any useful material please send it to me here at Your Oric for possible publishing,Thank-

ou.
yBack Issues of Your Oric are available,many subscribers have started there subscription from
Issue 4,and may like to know that Issues 2 and 3 are available from me at £1.20 each.Please
allow up to five weeks for your back Issue(s) to reach you,please make cheques payable to Your
Oric.Readers may like to know that the Your Oric Newsletter has currently 140 Subscribers,we
have had 60 new readers since Issue 3 went out,and now the Newsletter is sent out to 11 countr-
ies,I would like to wish all readers a merry christmas and a happy new year,and lets all hope
that 1987 turns out to be Orics best year!

Au Revoir,

"Archimedes"






